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Summary

”I’m happy that I get to study this language and it’s part of my culture”:
The well-being of Sami children and the realisation of their rights

The purpose of the survey was to examine the well-being of Sdmi children and the realisation of
their rights in the words of the children themselves. There is very little information available on
Sami children in Finland. Not all Sdmi children can be identified from registers, because Finland’s
legislation prohibits keeping statistics on ethnic background. Furthermore, studies and surveys have
mainly collected data from adults or all children living in the Sdmi Homeland, so Sdmi children and,
above all, those living outside the Homeland have participated in few studies or surveys about the
Sami. The results of this survey provide up-to-date information, for example to decision-makers and
the Sami community, to support decision-making, development and other activities.

The survey was carried out in 2022 by the Office of the Ombudsman for Children as part of the
National Child Strategy. It was taken by children aged 11-17 who identify as Sami, both from the
Sami Homeland and other parts of Finland. Six children were interviewed for the survey. An elec-
tronic questionnaire was then drawn up based on the interviews. The questionnaire was taken by
83 children identifying as Sami.

The key results of the survey were 1) Sdmi children’s strong relationship with nature and concern
over the effects of climate change on northern nature; 2) challenges in mobility and access to services
in sparsely inhabited areas; 3) opportunities to use the Samilanguage and 4) Sdmi identity and rights.

According to the results, the children felt the most important means for promoting the well-being of
Sami children and the realisation of their rights to be increasing awareness of Sami culture, having
more opportunities for using the Sami languages in their free time, the availability of Sdmi-language
study materials and qualified teachers, as well as access to leisure venues, public and private trans-
port, and driving licences.

Keywords: Children, Sami, Sdmi children, indigenous people, minority, well-being, rights of the child



Coahkkaigeassu

”Soma, ahte justa mun oaccun studeret dan giela
ja dat lea oassi mu kultuvrra”:

Samemanaid buresveadjin ja vuoigatvuodaid ollaSuvvan

Cielggadusa mihttomearrin lei guorahallat sdmemé&naid buresveadjima ja vuoigatvuodaid
ollaSuvvama nu mo manat leat ieZa muitalan. Suomas 4ssi sdmemandin gavdno hui unndn diehtu.
Registtarmaterialaid vuodul buot sdimemanaid ii sdhte identifiseret, dasgo lahkadsaheapmi gielda
etnala§ duogaZa bidjama statistihkkii. Muduige materidla leat Coaggan eana$ ravesolbmuin
dahje buohkain sapmelaccaid ruovttuguovllus assi mandin, nuba sdmemadanat ja earenoamaZzit
ruovttuguovllu olggobealde dssi sdimemdandt leat harve mielde Cielggadusain ja dutkamuSain mat
giedahallet sapmelac¢caid. Cielggadusa bohtosat fallet ovdamearkka dihtii sameservodahkii ja
mearrideaddjiide aigeguovdilis diedu mearradusdahkama, ovddidanbarggu ja doaibmama doarjjan.

Méndidaittardeaddji doaimmahat ollaSuhtii ¢ielggadusa oassin naSuvnnalas$ méanndstrategiija jagi
2022 aigge. Cielggadussii oassélaste 11-17-jahkasas manat sapmelac¢caid ruovttuguovllus ja eard sajiin
Suomas, geat dovdet iezas sdpmelazzan. Cielggadusa véaras jearahalle guda mand. Jearahallamiid
vuodul dahke digitala jearahallanskovvi, masa vastidedje 83 mana geat dovdet ieZaset sipmelazzan.

Cielggadusa guovddas bohtosat leat 1) samemandid nana gaskavuohta lundui ja fuolla
dalkkadatnuppastusa vaikkuhusain davvi lundui; 2) boaittobeale baikkiid hastalusat lihkadeamis
ja balvalusaid oazZumis; 3) sdmegielaid geavahanvejolasvuodat sihke 4) sapmelaSvuohta ja
sapmelaccaid vuoigatvuodat.

Bohtosiidmdanatloktejedjeovdandehaleamosvuohkinsamemandid buresveadjimajavuoigatvuodaid
ollaSuvvama ovddideapmin diedu lasiheami sdmekultuvrras, vejolasvuoda geavahit samegielaid
eanet astoaiggis, sdmegielat oahppomateridlaid ja oahppan oahpaheaddjiid ja astodiggebaikkiid,
almmolas johtolaga, fievrridemiid ja vuodjinlobiid.

AsSesanit: Manat, sdpmelaccat, sdmemanat, eamidlbmot, veahddat, buresveadjin, maéandaid
vuoigatvuodat



Cuakankiasu

”Suotas ete eidu mun udZum oppad taam kiela
ja tot lii uasi muu kulttuur”:

Sammilasparnai pyereestvaijeem ja vuoigadvuodai olaSum

Cielgiittas uavilin 1ai tarkkud sdmmila3parnai pyereestvaijeem ja vuoigddvuodai oladume péarnai
vuaduld puoh simmilaSparndid ij pyevti tubdastid, ko Suomé lahdasattem kidld4 etnisas tuavaa
lovottem. Mudoi-uv amnastah lii coggum valdulavt vuorasulmuin tai puoh samikuavlust dssee
parndin, te saimmildSparndah ja eromasavt samikuavlu ulguubeln &ssee sdmmilaSparnaah laa
harvii lamas$ udasivalden saimmilijd kiedavussee ¢ielgiittasain ja tutkAmusain. Cielgiittas puatuseh
adeleh ovdamerkkan sdmisidrvusan ja merideijeid aaigitasdasii tiddu meridem, ovdedempargo ja
toimam toorjan.

Parniassivaldaluv toimattdh olaSutij Cielgiittds udssin aalmugld$ parnistrategia ive 2022 &igin.

.........

Cielgiittds valduliih puatuseh 144 1) sdmmilaparnai noond ludndukoskdvuotd ja huola
sonnadahnubastus vaiguttasain tave luandun; 2) haarviht aassum kuavlu vaigddvuodah jotemist ja
palvalusai finnimvuodast; 3) simikielai kevttimmahdulasvuodah sehe 4) simmilaSvuota ja sammilij
vuoigaddvuodah.

Pudatusij mield parnaah oovdanpuohtii tehdlumos vyehin simmilaSparndi pyereestvaijeemja
vuoigddvuodai oldSume ovdedem varas tiddu lasettem sdmikulttuurist, madhdulaSvuoda kevttid
samikieldid eendb rijjaddigi, samikielaldS oppamateriaal ja hidivulijd mattaatteijeeid sehe

rijjadaigiviettimsoojijd, almolii jotoluv, jodettem ja vyeijimluuvijd.



vuanos

»Moddai, $to samai mon vui33am mitt’tdottad tin kiol

Saa'mpaarnai pue'rrvudittmos da vudiggadvuddi teAuddjummus

Se'lvvtddzz 00lgtdssan ledi ta'rkstdollad sdd'mpadrnai pue'rrvudittmds da vudiggadvuddi
vud33amnalla samai ooccdn teatt. Rekisteraunstdozzi vuaddast pukid sdd'mpddrnaid ij vuei't
tobdsted, gu Lid'ddjannam 144'jjSeattmds kealdd eetnlaZ tudgga norrdsteddai noorrmddzz. Mudoi
jun aunst66zz lid norrum véa'ldddaad’sSest vudrasoummin le’be pukin sd'mmlain dommvuu'dest
jedlsteei padrnain, de sdd'mpairna da ouddlest dommvuu'd dalgped’lnn jedlsteei sdid'mpéaidrna lia
hid'rveld leimmas si'mmlaid kiot’td611am se'lvvtddzzi lebe tu'tkkddzzi vuissddttjen. Selvvtddzz
puadoodzz ta'rjjee ouddmidrkkan sdd'maohttd'sse da tu'mmjee’jid dédi'jpoddsaz tedd tu'mmstdktudj,

oou'deemtudj da tdiimm’mo6ZZ staanan.

Vo~

Piaarnaza’'ssvaldduum koontdr C¢oodti se'lvvtddzz meerlaZz padrnazstrategia ee'jj 2022 poddan.

Se'lvvtddzz kdskksummus puddddzzan lia 1) sdd'mpéadrnai raavas luattkdskkvudtt da hudll aimm-
muttdz vaikkt60zzin td'vvjannam ludttu; 2) hdd'rveld aazztum vuu'd va'33166zz liikkummsSest da
kaazzkodzzi dsttamvuddast; 3) sdd'mkioli Ad'nnemvuei'tlvazvudd de 4) si'mmlazvudtt da si'mmlai

vudiggadvuod.

Puddoodzzi mieldd padrna kd'gge vadznjummus$ kudnstan sdd'mpddrnai pue'rrvudittmodzz da
vudiggddvuodi teduddjem oou'dummsSen tedd 14&'zztummuZz sdd'mkulttuu’rest, vuei'tlvazvudd
aa'nned sdd'mkidl jednab paadaaiyj, saa'mkiollsaz mattaunnaz da pd'stti u'ctee’lid de paddiaail

vie'ttjempaai'kid, 661lmas jaattlddgg, jad'dtummuz da vuejjamlaa'v.

A'$§-sdan: paddrna, sd'mmlaZz, sad'mpaarna, alggmeer, uu'ccb8s, puerrvudittmos, pédarna

vudiggaddvuod



Tiivistelma

”Kiva etta juuri mina saan opiskella tata kielta
ja se on osa kulttuuriani”:
Saamelaislasten hyvinvointi ja oikeuksien toteutuminen

Selvityksen tarkoituksena oli tarkastella saamelaislasten hyvinvointia ja oikeuksien toteutumista
lasten itsensd kertomana. Suomessa asuvista saamelaislapsista on saatavilla hyvin vidhén tietoa.
Rekisteriaineistojen perusteella kaikkia saamelaislapsia ei voida tunnistaa, koska Suomen lainsia-
danto kieltda etnisen taustan tilastoinnin. Muutenkin aineistoa on kerdtty padasiassa aikuisilta tai
kaikilta saamelaisten kotiseutualueella asuvilta lapsilta, joten saamelaislapset ja etenkin Kkotiseu-
tualueen ulkopuolella asuvat saamelaislapset ovat harvoin olleet saamelaisia kasittelevien selvitys-
ten tai tutkimusten osallistujina. Selvityksen tulokset tarjoavat esimerkiksi saamelaisyhteisolle ja
paattijille ajankohtaista tietoa paatoksenteon, kehittimistyon ja toiminnan tueksi.

Lapsiasiavaltuutetun toimisto toteutti selvityksen osana kansallista lapsistrategiaa vuoden 2022
aikana. Selvitykseen osallistui 11-17-vuotiaita itsensa saamelaisiksi kokevia lapsia saamelaisten
kotiseutualueelta ja muualta Suomesta. Selvitysta varten haastateltiin kuusi lasta. Haastattelujen
pohjalta laadittiin sdhkodinen kyselylomake, johon vastasi 83 saamelaiseksi itsensa kokevaa lasta.

Selvityksen keskeisimpind tuloksina ovat 1) saamelaislasten vahva luontosuhde ja huoli ilmaston-
muutoksen vaikutuksista pohjoiseen luontoon; 2) harvaan asutun alueen haasteet liikkumisessa ja
palvelujen saatavuudessa; 3) saamen kielten kdyttomahdollisuudet seka 4) saamelaisuus ja saame-
laisten oikeudet.

Tulosten mukaan lapset nostivat tarkeimmiksi keinoiksi saamelaislasten hyvinvoinnin ja oikeuk-
sien toteutumisen edistimiseksi tiedon lisédmisen saamelaiskulttuurista, mahdollisuuden kayt-
tda saamen kielid enemmaén vapaa-ajalla, saamenkieliset oppimateriaalit ja patevit opettajat seka

vapaa-ajanviettopaikat, julkisen liikenteen, kuljetukset ja ajoluvat.

Asiasanat: Lapset, saamelaiset, saamelaislapset, alkuperaiskansa, viahemmistd, hyvinvointi, lapsen

oikeudet



Sammandrag

”Jag ar glad over att jag far studera detta sprak
som ar en del av min kultur”:
Samiska barn och ungas valfird och tillgodoseendet av deras rittigheter

Syftet med utredningen var att granska samiska barn och ungas valfard och tillgodoseendet av deras
rattigheter utifran barn och ungas egna berattelser. Det finns véldigt litet tillgédnglig information om
samiska barn i Finland. Samiska barn kan inte identifieras fran registermaterial eftersom Finlands
lagstiftning forbjuder statistik over etnisk bakgrund. Material har dven i 6vrigt i huvudsak samlats
in frdn de vuxna eller alla barn som bor i samernas hembygdsomrade, varmed samiska barn och
i synnerhet samiska barn bosatta utanféor samernas hembygdsomrade har sillan deltagit i utred-
ningar och undersékningar som handlar om samer. Resultaten ger till exempel den samiska gemen-
skapen och beslutsfattare aktuell information till stod av beslutsfattandet, utvecklingsarbetet och
verksamheten.

Utredningen genomférdes under 2022 av barnombudsmannens byra som en del av den nationella
barnstrategin. I utredningen deltog 11-17-ariga barn som upplever sig sjdlva som samer bade fran
samernas hembygdsomrade och frdn andra hall i Finland. Sex barn intervjuades for utredningen. Pa
basis av intervjuerna upprattades en digital frageformuldr som besvarades av 83 barn som upplever
sig sjdlva som samiska.

De mest centrala resultaten av utredningen &r foljande: 1) samiska barn har en néra relation till
naturen och de oroas 6ver klimatférandringens konsekvenser till den nordliga naturen; 2) det finns
utmaningar med rorligheten och tillgdngen till tjanster i glesbygden; 3) bristfdlliga mojligheter
att anvdnda de samiska spraken samt 4) vad det innebér att vara same och vikten av samernas
rattigheter.

Enligt resultaten anser barnen att de viktigaste sdtten att fraimja samiska barn och ungas valfiard och
tillgodoseendet av deras rattigheter dr att 6ka kunskapen om den samiska kulturen, méjligheten att
anvanda de samiska spraken i storre utstrackning under fritiden, laromaterial pa samiska, kompe-

tenta larare samt fritidsutrymmen, kollektivtrafik, transporter och kortillstand.

Stickord: Barn, samer, samiska barn, ursprungsfolk, minoritet, valfard, barnets rattigheter
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Foreword

What do Sami children have to say about their well-being and the realisation of their rights? How
are Sami children in Finland currently doing? This study aims to answer these questions. A similar
study was last carried out by the Office of the Ombudsman for Children in 2007 by Minna Rasmus
while Maria Kaisa Aula was the Ombudsman for Children. The 2007 study was only conducted in the
Sami homeland. Thus, it was important for the current study to also survey the views of Sami chil-
dren living in other parts of Finland. The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child has also expressed
their concerns over the lack of information on the well-being of Sdmi children and the realisation of
their rights.

Actualisation of the study took a huge leap forward when it was decided in 2021 that the realisation
of the welfare and rights of Sdmi and Roma children would be included in the National Child Strategy
as one of its thirty measures. Successful implementation of the studies required that children found
the matter to be important and wanted to participate in the surveys. Nearly one hundred 11-17-year-
old children and young people who consider themselves to be Sami participated in the study. Six of
them provided valuable information on their well-being and rights in focused interviews to help
prepare the survey form, and 83 of them responded to the electronic survey form used as research
material for the study. The views of Sdmi children were strongly expressed in the survey.

The responses of the children provide varied and rich insight into childhood as a Sdmi child, both in
the SAmi homeland and in other parts of Finland. Multilingualism, use of Sami clothing and tradi-
tional Sami livelihoods play their own important roles in the lives of Sdmi children. Based on the
study, Sami children are doing well and consider their lives to be meaningful. They have a particu-
larly close relationship with nature, and their responses show their concerns related to the future of
the environment. The children wished that people in Finland would know more about the Sami. This

would lessen prejudice faced by Sdmi children.

It has been important since the beginning to carry out this study in cooperation with its interest
groups. This study was implemented in exceptional social conditions with questions related to the
Sami being a focal point in politics. It was important for everyone to provide children and young

11



people with an opportunity to contribute and express their views. I wish to express heartfelt grati-
tude to the Sami Parliament and the Skolt Sdmi Siida Council for cooperation during the implemen-
tation of the study. Special thanks to every child who participated in an interview or responded to
the survey. Participation of the children would not have been possible without fluent cooperation
with their custodians, schools in the Sdmi homeland and Sdmi language distance learning. I would
also like to thank you.

Finally, a warm thank you to the team who carried out the study - Elina, Karri and Outi. You showed
exceptional perseverance, flexibility and courage. In situations where I would have given up, you
had the strength to trust and keep working. You are incredibly talented. Thank you.

Jyvaskyla, 28 November 2022

Elina Pekkarinen

Ombudsman for Children
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Foreword by the Sami Parliament of Finland

Dear reader,

this study was carried out in cooperation with the Ombudsman for Children, the Sdmi Parliament and
the Skolt Sami Siida Council. The objective of the study was to extensively collect important informa-
tion on the views of our children and young people. The Sdmi have been studied a lot, but not always
from the community’s own perspectives or for the benefit of the community. It is important that this
study involved Sami children not only as subjects of the study but also as active participants.

The team of the Ombudsman for Children applied for communal consent for the study from the Sami
Parliament. The Sami Parliament granted the consent in its meeting of 4/2022 and recommended
that the study should take cultural perspectives into consideration. The study should also acknow-
ledge the three Sami language groups and regional representation of the Sami homeland, as well as
engage in continuous dialogue with the Sdmi community in different stages of the project.

We appointed Riitta Lehtola-Kosonen, Anne Lidnsman-Magga and Elli-Marja Hetta to the work-
ing group and steering group. The Skolt Sdmi Siida Council also participated by appointing their
own representatives to the working group. The work of the working and steering groups involved
constructive discussion. Representatives of the Sdmi Parliament commented on the interview ques-
tion drafts and used their networks to find potential interviewees. At the time of the study’s imple-
mentation, the Sdmi Parliament was in a state of emergency, which affected the available human
resources. However, our representatives used plenty of their own resources and working hours of
employees to work on the study. They deserve much credit for this.

Traditional Sami values, such as language, family, community, strong identity, nature, traditional
livelihoods, gender equality and multiculturalism, are under pressure for change in the Finnish
society. For this reason, we would have hoped for more active utilisation of Sdmi culture experts,
especially when analysing the results of the study. We find that the study would have benefited from
including the views of the Sdmi on their own community and culture at every stage of the process,
all the way until the completion of the study.

13
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The study indicates a clear need for concrete measures to improve the situation of Sdmi children.
We need to work together to carefully prepare an action plan to resolve the situation. Measures are
needed in various areas, including prevention of discrimination, increasing availability of hobbies
in the Sdmi languages, support measures in schools, quality of teaching and educational materials:
issues such as lack of resources available for work on educational materials directly impacts the
equality of Sami language speaking children and young people. There are also challenges related
to availability of qualified Sami language speaking teachers. The right of Sdmi children to their
own culture and livelihoods must be ensured through legislation and sufficient permanent finan-
cial resources guaranteed. The situation of the Sami is also affected by more wide-reaching social
questions related to the rights of the Sdmi, such as the delay of the reform of the Act on the Sdmi
Parliament.

It is important to obtain up-to-date information on the situation of Sdmi children to support deci-
sion-making. Information on Sami culture and history is also needed in schools on a national level
to increase cultural understanding. This would also make teachers and other school staff better
prepared to intervene with bullying and discrimination experienced by Sami children. Sdmi youth
have actively produced information on the Sdmi through activities such as the Dihtosis project.

On behalf of the Sami Parliament, I would like to thank everyone who participated in preparing
the study, and I hope that the results help ensure that Sami children and youth in Finland will have
equal rights to maintain their Sdmi language and culture and lead a good life.

Tuomas Aslak Juuso
President of the Sami Parliament
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Foreword by the National Child Strategy

The National Child Strategy aims to create a child and family friendly Finland that respects the rights
of the child. The Strategy is based on knowledge about the status of children, young people and
families and on Finland’s fundamental and human rights obligations. The aim of the National Child
Strategy is to create a child and family friendly society that ensures the rights of the child. A soci-
ety where all children are valued and equal. A society where the rights of the child are known and
respected.

An underlying factor for the inclusion of the measure concerning Sami children in the implemen-
tation plan for the National Child Strategy was the lack of equal realisation of the rights of Sami
children compared to children belonging to other population groups. Information available on their
well-being is also inadequate. The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child has recommended that
Finland monitors and assesses the implementation of the rights of Sdmi children in national plans

and programmes.

As a part of the implementation of the National Child Strategy, the Ombudsman for Children prepared
a report on the realisation of the well-being and rights of Sdmi children in Finland. This praise-
worthy report puts together important topical information on the well-being of Sdmi children to
support decision-making. This includes information on factors that Sdmi children consider to have
an impact on their well-being and school work and their views on their own future. The fact that
the voice of the Sami children who participated in the study has been strong throughout the entire
process, as well as the clearly child-oriented perspective to the proposed measures, make the study
particularly valuable.

A heartfelt thank you for this important report to the Ombudsman for Children and the team who
worked on the study Elina Weckstréom, Karri Kekkonen and Outi Kekkonen.

Johanna Laisaari
Secretary General for the National Child Strategy
Prime Minister’s Office

15
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Sami in Finland

The Sami are the only official indigenous people in Europe. The Sami inhabit
regions of four different countries: Finland, Sweden, Norway and Russia. There
are a total of 75,000-100,000 Sdmi. Norway has the highest Sdmi population.
There are approximately 10,000 Sdmi living in Finland, more than 60 per cent of
whom live outside the Sdmi homeland. This sets new types of requirements for
Sami language education, services and communication.

Sami values include strong Sami identity, vitality of the Sdmi languages, Sami
culture and cultural heritage, vitality of traditional livelihoods, Sdmi connec-
tion to nature, Sami cultural landscapes, ensuring sustainable development and
biodiversity, equality and non-discrimination of the Sdmi, sense of community
and participation and maintaining traditional Sdmi knowledge (Sdmi Parliament
Action Plan 2020-2023). Sami families and young people face pressures related
to maintaining Sami culture, cultural heritage and language due to factors such
as their position as a minority, structures of Finnish society and education and
regional policy.

The Sami have their own languages and culture, the maintaining and devel-
opment of which is protected under the Constitution of Finland. Three Sami
languages are spoken in Finland: North Sdmi, Inari Sdmi and Skolt Sami. The
Sami Language Act guarantees the right of the Sdmi to use the Sami languages
when dealing with the authorities. It is in force in the Sdmi homeland in the
municipalities of Inari, Utsjoki and Enontekid, as well as the northern part of
Sodankyl4, i.e. in the area of the reindeer herding cooperative of Vuotso/Lappi.

Securing the Sami indigenous culture and special features requires for the Sami
to be provide with opportunities to manage their social and cultural development
as extensively as possible and participate in its planning on a local and national
level. The Sdmi have had self-government over their language and culture in the
Sami homeland under the Constitution of Finland since 1996. Duties under Sami
self-government are managed by the Sami Parliament elected by the Sami. The
Sami Parliament was preceded by the Sami Delegation, which was established
in 1973. Provisions on the Skolt Sami Siida Council were entered into Finnish
law in 1995, but the siida council system has existed since before today’s nations
were formed.

Several international human rights conventions ratified by Finland protect the
right of the Sami to services in their own languages. Services available in the
Sami languages include social and health care services, early childhood educa-
tion and basic education. Awareness of the Sami about their language rights



and increase in the availability of services, such as early childhood education
(including language nests) and basic education, have improved the vitality of the
Samilanguages. This increases the need for social and health care services in the
Sami languages. The public sector has a growing need for employees who speak
Sami and are familiar with the culture.

Teaching of the Sdmi languages and education in the Sdmi languages are offered
in schools, and as distance learning to pupils who live outside the Sdmi home-
land. Early childhood education in the Sdmi languages is offered subjectively
in accordance with the Act on Early childhood Education and Care in day care
centres. The Sami languages are also revived in language nests. Availability of
early childhood education services often depends on the child’s place of resi-
dence. Services are concentrated in municipal centres in the Sdmi homeland as
well as in larger “Sami cities” such as Rovaniemi, Oulu and Helsinki.

Compiled by: The Sdmi Parliament of Finland
Further information:

Website of the Sami Parliament: www.samediggi.fi
Information on the Sami for education (in Finnish): www.oktavuohta.com

Website of the Skolt Sami Cultural Centre: www.kolttasaamelaiset.fi



http://www.samediggi.fi
http://www.oktavuohta.com/
http://www.kolttasaamelaiset.fi
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1. Introduction

This study on the well-being of Sdmi children! and the realisation of their rights was carried out
by the Office of the Ombudsman for Children in 2022 as part of implementation of the National
Child Strategy. A study on the well-being of Roma children and the realisation of their right was
conducted in parallel with this study (Weckstrom, Kekkonen & Kekkonen, 2023). The Ombudsman
for Children has had regular contact with children in the Sdmi homeland. These discussions have
led to the conclusion that there is not enough information on the well-being of Sdmi children and
the realisation of their rights. In the General Comments issued in connection with the processing
of the fourth periodic report in 2011, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child urged Finland to
pay special attention to the well-being of Sdmi and Roma children and the realisation of their rights
(UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, 2011). It is important to examine the well-being of these
children and the realisation of their rights from the perspective of the children themselves and as
described by them.

The study was carried out in cooperation with the Sdmi Parliament of Finland and the Skolt Sdmi
Siida Council. Six Sdmi children between the ages of 11 and 17 living in the Sami homeland? and
other parts of Finland were interviewed for the study in the summer of 2022. A survey form was
then drawn up based on the interviews. The survey was taken by 83 children identifying as Sami.
The participating children were found through Sami language education and teaching of the Sami
languages. The results of the survey provide unique up-to-date information on experiences of Sdmi
children on their own well-being and realisation of their rights. The results can be utilised by parties
such as the Sdmi community, decision-makers, researchers and people working with Sdmi children
and youth to support decision-making, development and activities.

Chapter 2 of the report goes through previous Sami research and participation of Sdmi children in
such research. Chapter 3 discusses the steps involved in carrying out the study. The chapter goes
into more detail on the schedule, contacting of participants, acquisition of materials and analysis.
Chapter 4 focuses on the results of the survey from the perspectives of leisure, school, well-being,
relationships and future, in accordance with the survey form structure. Chapter 5 discusses research
ethical solutions and presents key conclusions of the study and proposes measures.

1  All study participants are referred to as children in the report in accordance with the UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child. According to the Convention, every human being below the age of eighteen years is a child.
2 Enontekid, Inari, Utsjoki, the Lappi reindeer herding cooperative area in Sodankyla
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The Ombudsman for Children is tasked with assessing and promot-
ing the realisation of the rights of children. The work is based on the
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which has been ratified by
Finland. The work of the Ombudsman for Children is based on the
Act on the Ombudsman for Children (1221/2004), and the duties of the
Ombudsman include monitoring realisation of the rights of children
and communicating this information to decision-makers, profession-
als, parents, children and young people. The Ombudsman for Children
publishes studies and reports to carry out these duties. The Committee
on the Rights of the Child has issued a General Comment on indigenous
children and their rights under the Convention (UN Committee on the
Rights of the Child, 2009). ILO Convention 169 on the rights of indi-
genous peoples also applies to Sami children, but Finland has not yet

ratified the Convention.

Finland’s first national child strategy was completed in 2021 (Finnish
Government, 2021a). Preparing a report on the realisation of the
welfare and rights of Sdmi and Roma children in Finland is included as
measure number 5 in the implementation plan for the National Child
Strategy (Finnish Government, 2021b). The implementation plan states
the following: “Various human rights bodies have made a recommen-
dation for Finland to monitor and evaluate the implementation of the
rights of Sami children and Roma children, and to improve the chil-
dren’s right to the provision of education and services in their own
language. The rights of Sdmi children and Roma children are currently
not realised equally with the rights of children belonging to other
population groups, and the information available on their well-being
is inadequate. The measure is used to investigate the implementation
of the rights of Sdmi and Roma children and to compile up-to-date
information on wellbeing to support decision-making. This work must
be implemented together with stakeholders, and children and young

people.”
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2. Overview of previous studies

Research data focused on the Sami has been published in an increasing number of countries (see
e.g. Jonsson, et al., 2012; Omma & Petersen, 2015). Few studies analyse matters from the perspective
of children or as described by children themselves. Research carried out in Finland also has a blind
spot when it comes to Sami children. In accordance with the law, information on ethnic background
is not registered in Finland. Thus, information on Sdmi children cannot be obtained based on regis-
ter data. This is part of the reason why contacting research participants is challenging, as was found
when conducting a study on Sami children in child protection services (Douglas & Saus, 2021). The
situation is made more challenging by the fact that the Sdmi are a small group of indigenous people
who receive a high number of research requests and are under a lot of pressure to participate in
studies.

The Office of the Ombudsman for Children studied the well-being of Sdmi children and the realisa-
tion of their rights in 2007 (Rasmus, 2008). The research material for the study was collected through
small group interviews and a survey taken by children in lower and upper secondary schools oper-
ating in the Sdmi homeland. The research material also included interviews with custodians and
adults working with children. Based on the results of the study, Sdmi children and their custodians
are in general doing well. Factors that reduce well-being were also revealed. Children felt pride
in their Sami identity, and they hoped that they would be able to live in the Sdmi homeland in the
future, even if they need to temporarily move elsewhere to study or work.

Jonsson, et. al. (2012) studied Sami children’s visions for the future through qualitative research
in Sweden. A total of 22 children between the ages of 9 and 12 participated in the study. Financial
future, environmental changes such as climate change and relations with the family and nature
emerged in the results. Children were worried about the future of traditional livelihoods because
they were viewed as financially unprofitable and subject to environmental changes. However, Sdmi
children viewed participation in traditional livelihoods as important because it allows them to feel a
connection to family, community and nature. The children talked about Sami as a separate culture,
but also described their experiences of a culture that combines Sami culture and Western culture
(Jonsson, et. al., 2012).
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Rastas (2002) also highlights the dynamic and ever-changing nature of cultures. She notes that when
children are positioned between two cultures, they can flexibly either soften or emphasise their
connection to one of the cultures. Rastas noticed that children may use concealment of their own
cultural background as a strategy to protect against discrimination. Children may shy away from
features that are stereotypically connected to a certain culture or the company of others with a simi-
lar cultural background to avoid pigeonholing and othering. Children may also emphasise their own
cultural identity to gain social appreciation and various benefits.

A study conducted by Omman and Petersen (2015) in Sweden investigated the well-being of Sami
children by comparing the health-related quality of life of Sdmi children aged 12-18 to that of other
Swedish children in the same age group. The results were based on the children’s self-reporting
via a survey form. The results indicated that Sami children experienced a lower quality of life than
Swedish children in general. It was assessed in the conclusions to the study that the lower health-re-
lated quality of life reported by Sdmi children was related to experiences of discrimination linked
to ethnicity and factors connected to living in a sparsely populated area (Omma & Petersen, 2015).

A study by Lehtola and Ruotsala (2017) on services available in the Sdmi languages looked into the
current state of services for families and children. Data was collected from various service provi-
ders using an electronic survey form. The study concluded that availability of services in the Sami
languages is hindered by lack of resources and personnel who speak Sami languages (Lehtola &
Ruotsala, 2017).

The well-being of Sdmi living outside the Sa&mi homeland was studied in the SARA project (Heikkil4
et al., 2019). The SARA project included a survey on the well-being of Sdmi adults. The group of
participants consisted of Sami adults who had turned 18 and lived outside the S&mi homeland. In the
project, well-being was defined extensively through various factors with identity as an indigenous
people, communality and continuity taking a key role (Heikkila et al., 2019).

The Sdmi Barometer 2020 (Arola, 2020) examined the experiences of Sami adults on services provided
in the Sami languages and the realisation of linguistic rights. The research material was collected
using survey forms and the respondents were Sami adults who lived in the S&mi homeland and other
parts of Finland. The study revealed that there are inadequacies related to availability of services in
the Sami languages, especially outside the Sdmi homeland. In the study, children were only looked
at indirectly, as customers of early childhood education and care provided in the Sdmi languages.
Adults considered early childhood education and care provided in the Sami languages to be impor-
tant, but they saw challenges related to its functionality (Arola, 2020).

A literature review shows that there is a need for research into the well-being of Sami children and
the realisation of their rights. Research studying the Sami is often focused on the adult population
and children have not been included as participants.
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3. Implementation of the study

The Annual Report 2017 of the Ombudsman for Children included a recommendation for studying
the well-being of Sami children and young people (Ombudsman for Children, 2017). The proposal
was addressed to the Ministry of Justice. In connection with preparing the implementation plan for
the National Child Strategy (Finnish Government, 2021b), the Ombudsman for Children proposed
funding of research into the well-being of Sdmi and Roma children and the realisation of their rights.
The National Child Strategy granted the Office of the Ombudsman for Children funds for conducting
the studies in 2022.

In the autumn of 2021, the Ombudsman for Children organised four Young Advisers meetings
(Ombudsman for Children, 2021a; 2021b; 2021c) for children living in the Sdmi homeland together
with the Youth Council of the Sami Parliament (see also Pekkarinen & Mettinen, 2022, 71, 74-75). The
Ombudsman for Children and the Sdmi Parliament also held a joint planning meeting in December
2021. Implementation of the study, phrasing of questions and appointing a steering group were
discussed during the meeting.

The studies on the well-being of Sdmi children and Roma children and the realisation of their rights
were carried out by the Office of the Ombudsman for Children in 2022 in accordance with the imple-
mentation plan for the National Child Strategy. The Office of the Ombudsman for Children hired
three employees to carry out the studies (2.5 person years in total). The studies combined the peda-
gogical, sociological and cultural anthropological expertise of the team and their familiarity with
childhood research and cultural research with the aim of examining well-being and realisation of
rights from the perspective of indigenous children.

The research team immersed themselves in the culture and history of the Sami through the
Kulttuurien koulu training programme organised by the Youth Academy, meetings with the Sdmi
Parliament and local actors, documentaries on the life of the Sdmi and available written materials.

In February 2022, the research team and representatives of the Sdmi Parliament worked together
to plan the implementation of the study. The Sami Parliament appointed three representatives
to the joint steering group for the studies on Sami children and Roma children (Appendix 1). The
steering group was tasked with supporting the research team, having critical discussions on the
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implementation of the study and scientifically assessing its progress. The steering group met four
times during the course of the study. The research team also had contact with members of the steering
group with regard to matters within the scope of competence of individual steering group members.

The individuals appointed to the steering group by the Sdmi Parliament and the representative of
the Skolt Sami Siida Council acted as a working group for the study on Sadmi children (Appendix 1).
The working group helped plan different stages of the study’s implementation and shared informa-
tion on the study in their own networks. Because the members of the research team are not Sami, it
was openly agreed between the research team and the working group that members of the working
group could instruct and guide the research team on matters related to culture and provide feed-
back if the team had not taken into consideration a key cultural factor in carrying out the study or
in their activities. This was done to generate open dialogue built on trust and to support inclusion of
the Sami community at all stages of the research process. The working group read the results of the
study before they were published.

3.1 Contacting participants

The Sami Parliament and the Skolt Sdmi Siida Council granted communal consent for the imple-
mentation of the study. Gaining communal consent for the study was also important for the purpose
of finding and contacting respondents. The communal consent acted as a message to stakeholders,
custodians, directors of education and culture, head teachers, teachers and respondents that the
Sami Parliament and the Skolt Sami Siida Council were involved in the planning and implementa-

tion of the study.

Ajoint pressrelease on the study was published by the Ombudsman for Children, the Sdmi Parliament
and the Skolt Sami Siida Council (Ombudsman for Children, the Sdmi Parliament and the Skolt Sami
Siida Council, 2022) in Finnish and all three Sdmi languages spoken in Finland. The press release
was published via the STT Info service as well as the websites and social media channels of the
Ombudsman for Children and the Sdmi Parliament and it was sent by email to stakeholders.

The working group had a very significant role in finding participants for the study. The network of
the research team was also utilised to find participants living outside the Sdmi homeland.

Because the obtaining of the communal consent delayed the planning and the original schedule
for the implementation of the study, interviews had to inconveniently be carried out during the
children’s summer break and summer calf marking of reindeer. It was decided together with the
working group that the original goal of 20 interviews would need to be reduced. The aim was to
interview two Sami children living outside the Sdmi homeland, two Skolt Sami children, two Inari
Sami children and two North Sami children. Reporting on the results of the interviews in this report
was abandoned in the same connection. The interviews provided important basic information to the
research team and for the purpose of preparing the survey form.
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Notices to custodians (Appendix 2) and participants (Appendix 3) were prepared in Finnish and all
three Sami languages in order to reach children to be interviewed. A cartoon illustration (Image 1)
on the implementation of the study was included in the notice in order to make the research process
as clear as possible to children of different ages. Custodians of children willing to participate in an
interview provided their contact details to the working group contact person, who forwarded the
information to the research team. A privacy statement (Appendix 4) that described the processing
of personal data in connection with the study was prepared. The custodians of children who had
agreed to be interviewed were contacted by the research team to schedule interviews.

Image 1 Cartoon illustration on the implementation of the study.
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Survey respondents were reached through schools and education and culture departments of
municipalities in the Sami homeland and a distance learning project for Sdmi languages. The study
was welcomed by Sami language distance learning, schools and municipalities and cooperation was
smooth. The survey was targeted at children who were between the ages of 11 and 17 and partici-
pated in Sdmi language learning or education in a Sdmilanguage, as proposed by the working group.
Notices on the study were prepared for teachers (Appendix 5) and custodians (Appendix 6). It was
possible for custodians to decline the participation of their child under the age of 15 by notifying the
child’s teacher. Children responded to the survey during class in school.

Several other studies that were carried out at the same time and involved Sami children also had
a bearing on the schedule of the study and the contacting of participants. In the spring of 2022,
the Finnish Education Evaluation Centre collected data from teachers, students participating in
distance learning and their custodians for the purpose of evaluating a Sami language distance learn-
ing project. A study on children’s and young people’s leisure activities regularly conducted by the
Finnish Youth Research Society collected a separate sample from children and young people living
in the Sdmi homeland in May 2022. The Voice of Children and Young People in Europe project also
collected data from children living in the Sdmi homeland in a Sdmi language classroom in the spring
of 2022.
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3.2 Acquisition of research material

The study aimed to provide as many Sami children as possible with an opportunity to participate in
producing information. The work of the Ombudsman for Children and the National Child Strategy is
focused on children under the age of 18. The minimum age limit for the study was set at 11 years to
ensure that the child can read and write with ease. Children younger than this also have the ability
to express their thoughts and experiences, but it was not possible to use additional material acquisi-
tion methods for this study, which would have been required for inclusion of younger participants.

3.2.1 Focused background interviews

Six focused background interviews of children were conducted for the study in June 2022. The cate-
gories of national indicators reflecting the well-being of children (Ombudsman for Children, 2014),
and the interview structure for the study on Roma children (Weckstrém et al., 2023) were utilised for
preparing the interview structure (Appendix 7). The interview structure was revised in cooperation
with the working group. The interviews were conducted by research team members.

Children participated in the interviews in their free time in June 2022. Participation was volun-
tary. Each interviewed child could choose whether they wanted their interview to be carried out in
Finnish or in a Sami language with an interpreter present. All interviews were arranged together
with custodians of the interviewed children. Each participating child received a package of treats or
a hamburger restaurant gift card worth EUR 10 to thank them for their participation.

Background interview participants:

* One interview was conducted in North Sami, five in Finnish.

* Four of the interviewed children lived in the Sdmi homeland and two
outside the homeland.
* Three of the interviewees were girls and three were boys.
* Three of the interviewees were between the ages 11-13 and three between
the ages 14-17.
The interviews were recorded and saved as audio files. Introductory and closing discussions were
not recorded. The length of the recorded interviews varied between 28 min and 1 h 19 min. The
interview recordings were transcribed word for word, and the interview conducted in North Sdmi

was translated into Finnish after transcribing. The audio files were deleted after the interviews had
been transcribed.
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3.2.2 Survey

An electronic survey form (Appendix 8) was prepared based on the interviews of the children. The
steering group and the working group commented on the survey form to ensure that the study exam-
ines matters related to well-being and rights recognised by the Sdmi community and that the results
of the study also benefit the Sdmi community. The final survey form was written based on these
comments. The length of the survey was the subject of particularly critical discussion and many
interesting questions had to be left out. Three children gave trial responses to the survey form. At the
suggestion of the working group, contact information of the unit of Sami psychosocial support Uvjj -
Uvja - Uvja® was included in the survey form to provide the children with an opportunity to discuss
any feelings raised by the survey with a professional in their own native language.

The following were chosen as the themes of the survey: 1) leisure, 2) school, 3) well-being, 4) rela-
tionships and 5) future. A link to the survey was sent to head teachers of schools in the Sdmi home-
land, teachers of Sami classrooms, teachers of Sami languages and the coordinator of Sami language
distance learning. Children took the survey between 19 and 30 September 2022. The survey form
was filled in at school in education provided in a Sdmi language or during a Sami language lesson.
Children could respond to the survey in North Sdmi, Inari Sdmi, Skolt Sdmi, Finnish or a combina-
tion of these languages. It was estimated that one period was enough time to complete the survey.
Taking the survey was voluntary. It was possible for custodians to decline the participation of their
child by notifying the child’s teacher. The material will not be stored for further use, as requested by
stakeholders.

At the end of the survey, children were provided with an opportunity to express their opinion on the
survey. Most of the respondents found the survey to be “quite nice” or ”pretty good”. One respondent
wrote that the survey was ”nice, diverse and a little challenging. Makes you really think.” Another
respondent expressed that “some of the questions were quite hard, otherwise pretty good”. Some
considered the survey to be ”too long” or ”a little difficult”. It can be concluded based on the responses
that children primarily viewed the survey in a positive light. A few of the respondents mentioned
that they liked spending the lesson on the survey rather than working on their textbook.

3.3 Participants

Ninety-one children responded to the survey. As background questions to the survey, the children
were asked about their gender, their age, their living environment, the languages they speak and
whether they consider themselves to be Sami. Eight out of the 91 respondents did not consider

3 Uvjj-Uvja - Uvja offers low-threshold mental health services in line with Sdmi culture in the Sdmi languages —
guidance, support and crisis work in your own native language (North Sdmi, Inari Sdmi, Skolt Sdmi, Finnish). The
service is free of charge. All Sdmi people can contact the national service number. The unit was established to support
Truth and Reconciliation Commission work between the Sdmi and the State of Finland, but the unit can be contacted by
anyone regardless of whether they participate in meetings of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. https://uvja.fi
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themselves to be Sami. Thus, the final material for the study consisted of the responses of 83 children
who considered themselves to be Sami.

Forty-one of the respondents reported that they are girls and 31 reported that they are boys. Four
respondents reported that they are both genders or non-binary. Seven respondents did not want to
disclose their gender. Fifty-two of the respondents were aged 11-13 and 31 were aged 14-17. Fifty-
five of them lived in the Sdmi homeland, 3 in Lapland outside the Sdmi homeland and 25 in other
parts of Finland. Two of the respondents lived in the centre of a large city, 12 in a suburb of a large
city or other outlying area, 23 in the centre of a town or small city and 45 in a sparsely populated
area of a town or small city. Seventy-five of the respondents used Finnish at home, at school, with
relatives or friends; 46 used North Sami; 41 English; 17 Inari Sdmi; 14 Swedish and 10 Skolt Sami.
Individual children also reported using Norwegian and Russian.

The material was focused around the Sdmi homeland and it diverges from the distribution of domi-
ciles of Sdmi children. According to the estimate of the Sdmi Parliament, more than 70 per cent of
Sami children aged 11-17 live outside the Sami homeland (Sdmediggi, 2019).

3.4 Analysis

The research material was analysed using basic statistical methods and content analysis. The small
sample size was taken into consideration when performing the quantitative analysis. Due to the low
number of respondents, the quantitative results are not statistically significant. It should be noted,
however, that the sample size is relatively large in proportion to the number of 11-17-year-old Sami
children living in Finland. The Sdmi Parliament estimated that there were 1,200 Sami children aged
11-17 living in Finland in 2019 (Sdamediggi, 2019). Thus, the survey sample size comprises approx-
imately seven per cent of the target group. For the sake of comparison, the sample size of 1,835
respondents in the Youth Barometer covers approximately 0.2 per cent of young people aged 15-29
living in Finland (see Kiilakoski, 2021; Statistics Finland, 2022).

The material was examined through basic distribution and cross-tabulation. The analysis included
comparison based on background variables, but the small sample size does not allow for a more
extensive comparison. The open responses to the survey questions were analysed using data-based
content analysis. The responses were coded based on the themes of the survey by paying attention to
similarities and differences between responses.
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4. Well-being and realisation of rights as described
by Sami children

The study examines the well-being of Sami children and the realisation of their rights in the words
of the children themselves. This chapter discusses the results of the survey. Thoughts, experiences
and views expressed by children are the main focus of this report. The results have been categorised
into the groups of leisure, school, well-being, relationships and future in accordance with the themes
and questions of the survey. Individual samples from the research material are used to illuminate
children’s own words. The results of the study are also compared with other studies and research.
Individual articles from the Convention on the Rights of the Child* have been included in the report
to help examine how these rights of the child are realised in the lives of Sami children.

4.1 Leisure

Article 31 Children have the right to rest, play, and leisure. Children have the right to learn about the

arts and culture.

4.1.1 Leisure activities

Sami children were asked how they spend their free time. The children reported that their free
time consists of time not spent in school, which includes hobbies (71%), friends (52%), family (31%),
traditions (17%) and other leisure activities (16%) (Figure 1). Other leisure activities mentioned by
children included homework, work and daily activities such as sleeping and eating, for example.

“I play, lie around, sleep, watch TV, go to the toilet, drink, watch YouTube and make a mess.”

4  The articles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child used in this report are shortened versions of
the articles as used in brochures of the Office of the Ombudsman for Children. https://lapsiasia.fi/en/

brochures-on-the-rights-of-children
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Figure 1 Distribution of responses to the question “how do you spend your free time?”

Seventy-one per cent of the children responded that their leisure activities include hobbies. When
the children were asked separately about their hobbies,’ an even higher number of children (90%)
said that they have a hobby.

Hobbies mentioned by the children included both guided and independent activities. The children
listed an extensive number of various activities related to manual skills, sports, performing arts
and other forms of art as their hobbies. Creative hobbies included ”porcelain painting”, ”drawing”,
“building with Lego”, ”playing the piano” and dancing”, for example. Sports included ”football
club”, ”going to the gym”, ice hockey”, ”cycling”, ”floorball”, ”volleyball” and “handball”, for exam-
ple. In addition, "gaming”, ”disc golf”, ”scouting” and “horse riding” were also included in several
responses. Responses also included lesser known hobbies such as *boffering”. It can be assumed that
these hobbies are better known among children and young people and have often spread via the
internet.

The range of children’s hobbhies was extensive. The respondents also mentioned hobbies they wished
they could participate in, but were not able to due to long distances. Only one responded said that
there were no possibilities at all for them to participate in hobbies.

The number of hobbies of Sdmi children was almost the same as in other studies examining chil-
dren’s hobbies. Ninety per cent of the survey respondents had a hobby, whereas the corresponding
figure for the respondents of the study on leisure of children and young people (Salasuo, 2020) was
91 per cent and the figure for 8th and 9th grade respondents of the School Health Promotion study
(Finnish Institute for Health and Welfare, 2022) was 95.8 per cent.

In Young Advisers meetings organised by the Ombudsman for Children (Ombudsman for Children,
2021a; 2021b; 2021c), young Sami living in the Sdmi homeland mentioned independent activities
as their hobbies and described difficulties related to guided hobbies resulting from long distances
and lack of available hobbies. Based on the results of this study, most Sami children also had guided
hobbies and the respondents did not particularly strongly emphasise challenges related to hobbies.
Based on the study on leisure of children and young people (Salasuo, 2020), a child’s place of resi-
dence did not have a significant bearing on their participation in hobbies. Social relationships during

5 Inthe survey, hobbies were defined as regular leisure activities intended to relax and bring pleasure, such as playing
games, crafts, cycling, sledging, reading, sports, music and animals.
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free time appeared to be important to children. When the children were asked how they spend their
free time, most mentioned their friends (52%). The respondents participated in activities such as
”driving snow mobiles” with their friends, or they wished for a placed where they could meet their
friends, as expressed by a 14-17-year-old respondent: “Another thing I wish to mention, has often
come up and impacts the well-being and health of young people in the long term: a place for young
people to meet each other in smaller towns.”

In addition to friends, the respondents also mentioned home and family (33%) when asked about
their leisure. The respondents mostly spent their free time at home. The following are examples of
children’s description of their free time at home: “I spend time at home with my family or alone, I
cook and bhake,” or “I crochet, play video games, draw, use my phone, spend time with my family”
and “I play with my little brother.”

The leisure activities of 17 per cent of the respondents included activities related to traditional Sami
livelihoods and culture, such as ”reindeer herding”, *fly-tying”, *fishing”, *crafts”, *sledging” and
”spending time in nature”. Places related to nature included forests, special areas in the Sdmi home-
land, lakes and fells, for example. These activities related to traditional livelihoods and culture were
also often mentioned in connection with hobbies.

As expected, leisure activities and hobbies related to traditional livelihoods and culture were not
as common in the results of other studies that have examined children’s leisure. In other respects,
leisure activities of Sdmi children appeared very similar to the leisure activities of other children,
as indicated by other studies on children’s leisure. (Salasuo, 2020; Finnish Institute of Health and
Welfare, 2022.)

4.1.2 Places of comfort

Children were asked about places where they can be themselves and relax (figure 2). Most children
named their home as such a place (73%).

“In my room and at home”

Home

Nature

Social relationships
Hobby

Other places

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80%

Figure 2 Distribution of responses to the question: “where can you be yourself and relax?”
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Another place where Sami children felt good was nature (28%). In the children’s responses, nature
meant places such as forests, lakes, fells and holiday cottages.

“Forest, fells (when in Sdmi country), lakeshore.”
“Reindeer herding, home, forest.

"My room, lake, disc golf course.

These responses indicate a strong connection with nature and the living environment. A study by
Jonsson et al. (2012) also showed a strong connection to nature among Sami children. Similar to the
current study, their research also demonstrated that Sami children’s connection to nature is both
practical (e.g. related to livelihoods) and emotional (e.g. related to well-being).

When the children were asked about places where they can be themselves and relax, they also
brought up matters related to social relationships, such as friends and relatives (23%).

“Whenever I'm with friends, at home, in my room.”

"Home, grandma’s, homes of family friends and almost anywhere with friends.”

The presence of people mentioned by the children created a safe space regardless of their physical
location. This shows that a relaxing place can be connected to the presence of people close to the
child rather than a specific physical location.

Hobbies and spaces related to hobbies were also mentioned as places where children felt good (13%).
Other places, such as school or “everywhere,” were mentioned by 11 per cent of the respondents.

Sami children also brought up similar matters in Young Advisers meetings organised by the
Ombudsman for Children by describing that to them Sami identity meant language, family, peace in
nature and purity of nature (Ombudsman for Children, 2021a; 2021b; 2021c). The significance of the
children’s own homes as the most common safe places was also indicated by the Child Barometer
2022 (Tuukkanen, 2022).

The second most common place where Sami children felt good was nature. This indicates Sdmi chil-
dren’s strong connection to nature. It diverges from the results of the study on the well-being of
Roma children, in which very few children included nature in their responses. In the responses of
Roma children, friends came second after home (Weckstrom et al., 2023).

34



4.1.3 Mobility

Children were asked whether they experience challenges getting to places they want to go to. More
than half of the respondents (62%) did not experience challenges getting to places they wanted to go
to. Thirty-eight per cent of the respondents did experience such challenges.

The children’s responses to questions on challenges related to getting to places were connected
to their place of residence (Figure 3). Nearly half of the respondents living in the Sdmi homeland
(47%) and roughly one fifth of respondents living in other parts of Finland (22%) experienced chal-
lenges getting to places they wanted to go to. Predictably, challenges related to transport were more
common in the Sami homeland and sparsely populated areas where distances are long.

‘I live far away from everything and everyone. It's annoying.

Living in the Sdmi Homeland |

Living elsewhere in Finland |
0 20 40 60 80 100 %

. Occasionally, fairly often, often |:| Hardly ever

Figure 3 Distribution of responses to the question “do you experiences challenges getting to places you
want to go to?” in the Sdmi homeland and other parts of Finland.

Challenges experienced by children living in sparsely populated areas were part of the children’s
daily lives. Services were far away and they had difficulties getting to school, hobbies and their
friends. Challenges getting to hobbies were particularly prevalent with hobbies in which the chil-
dren wished they could participate but were not able to due to long distances. Children and young
people also criticised lack of public transport and transport schedules that did not allow for things
such as later return home, which makes it more difficult to spend time with friends and use services.

“When you live here, there aren't any leisure activities and the
distance to health services is a hundred kilometres.”

“Yeah, it’s difficult to access anything other than grocery
stores.”

“School and hobbies are quite far, and it's sometimes hard to
get tothem.”

“Distances to friends, etc. are long here and there is no public

transport”
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Sami children also discussed long distances in Young Advisers meetings organised by the Ombudsman
for Children (Ombudsman for Children, 2021a; 2021b; 2021c).

Children were asked about possible ways to resolve challenges related to transport. The majority of
the respondents (67%) did not give any response to this question. One third of the respondents (33%)
gave suggestions to make travel easier. The children suggested increasing availability of services,
such as leisure activities, and extending business hours.

“Leisure activities and other places for young people to spend time together in small towns.”

“Better business hours of shops and services or shops and services in the centre of our village.”

The respondents also wished for more opportunities to get access to services.
“The municipality could arrange taxi rides to hobbies and school during periods such as exam week
when school days are shorter”
“Cheaper bus tickets.
"More frequent public transport. Cheaper driving licences in remote areas.”
"Possibility to get a driving licence at a younger age.”
Responses related to ease of travel included two approaches: development of public transport and

taxi services and making independent forms of travel possible through measures such as lowering
prices and age limits for driving licences.

Only individual responses proposed moving to another city or town as a solution.

‘It would be really nice to move :D.

4.2 School

Article 28 Children have the right to attend school. Primary education must be free. School discipline
must be reasonable and fair. The State must offer as many children as possible the oppor-

tunity to continue studying after completing primary education.

Article29  School must develop a child’s skills. School must develop a child’s native language and
provide information about the cultures of the child’s own and other countries. Schools
should provide information about the rights of children and other people. Children
learn at school what multiculturalism, environmental protection, and gender equality

mean.

The respondents were asked how they like school. Twenty-four per cent of them responded that they
like school, 45 per cent responded that they like school quite a lot, 23 per cent responded that they
sometimes like school. There were also children who responded that they do not like school at all
(8%).
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When the responses of Sami children on their feelings about school are compared to the results of
the School Health Promotion study 2021 (Finnish Institute for Health and Welfare, 2022), the results
are quite similar. Fifteen per cent of the 4th and 5th graders who responded to the School Health
Promotion study liked school very much, 62 per cent liked school quite a lot, 20 per cent did not like
school very much and 3 per cent did not like school at all. Seven per cent of the 8th and 9th graders
liked school very much, 52 per cent liked school quite a lot, 36 per cent did not like school very much
and 6 per cent did not like school at all.

Sami children were asked what they liked about school. The children responded that they like
friends, learning, teachers, break time and food at school.

"My friends are there, and | get to spend time with who |
want during breaks.
“That I finally have friends, so it's not so boring.”
“Company, meaning friends and teachers.”
“School facilities and availability of remedial teaching.”

“That | have a lot of friend, and I'm not bullied. That school is
free and we get food.”

The responses of the children indicate that school is not only for learning, social relationships
increased school satisfaction and non-structured situations, such as break time and lunch, are
important. Not being bullied was also mentioned in several responses: bullying had been discussed
at school or bullying had been addressed successfully.

”

“There’s no bullying and I learn well. That’s it :

“That people have finally left me alone.”

“Our class is good, and | couldn’t hope for a better class spirit:3”

Bullying was also mentioned when children were asked what they wished would change at school.

“Our school is not very good at resolving things related to bullying.”
“The school should be better at intervening in bullying.”

“lwould wish for more inclusive and impartial teachers and more teachers who do not shout at
students.”

Responses to the survey also included other matters with which some children were content and
others wanted changed. These included things such break time, facilities, Sdmi teaching and food.
“That school would have indoor breaks.”
“Longer breaks and bigger classrooms.”
“That Sdmi teaching would be available at school as classroom education or as distance learning.”

“Noise comes through to classrooms and food is bad due to either its taste or consistency.”
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Thus, the responses included several things that some children found to increased satisfaction and
other children hoped would change. It can be concluded that this indicates differences between
schools and experiences of individual children. For example, some children wished for more possi-
bilities to spend breaks inside, and those who already had this possibility were happy with their
breaks.

Schedules, haste and poor ergonomics are among things that the children wish to change are not
evident from the responses to the question about school satisfaction.

“Less work and stress.”

“Work ergonomics: the chairs are so bad that my neck constantly hurts”

4.3 Well-being

The children were asked how satisfied they are with their life. Thirty-five per cent responded that
they are very satisfied with their lives (Figure 4). Fifty-four per cent responded that they are quite
satisfied, 10 per cent rather unsatisfied and one per cent very unsatisfied.
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Research on Sami children  School Health Promotion School Health Promotion
study 2021, 4th and 5th study 2021, 8th and 9th
graders graders
[ Very satisfied [] Fairly satisfied [] Neither satisfied

nor dissatisfied
[ Fairly dissatisfied [l Very dissatisfied

Figure 4 Distribution of responses to the question “how satisfied are you with your life?” in this survey and
the School Health Promotion study 2021.

Based on the results, Sami children are slightly more satisfied with their life than Finnish children on
average when compared to the results of the School Health Promotion study 2021 (Finnish Institute
for Health and Welfare, 2022). Forty-five per cent of 4th and 5th graders responded that they are very
satisfied, and 40 per cent that they are fairly satisfied with their lives. Twenty-four per cent of 8th
and 9th graders responded that they are very satisfied and 44 per cent that they are fairly satisfied
with their lives.
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4.3.1 Happiness, sadness and fear

When the children were asked what makes them happy, the responses were most often related to
friends, hobbies and family (Figure 5).

Figure 5 The children’s responses to the question: “what makes you happy?”

"Many things, such as friends, family, good music, cooking and so on.”

“Gaming, sleeping, lying around, eating, watching YouTube and my family leaving me alone and not
constantly coming into my room and telling me | should do something.”

“Snowboarding, family, moped, friends and cousins.”
"Successes, spending time with friends and family, otherwise a good day or good hobby horse practice.”

“Playing games with my sister, good food and presents.”
The responses also included several references to animals and nature.

“When I'm in the forest or fells with reindeer, | feel good, like
I'm where | should be.”

“lce hockey friends, hunting, fishing.”
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Most common sources of happiness were related to social interaction, such as spending time and
doing activities with friends and family. A few responses described happiness resulting from the
child’s own successes. Previously discussed leisure activities and places of comfort were also often
connected to nature and people close to the children. Nature and people close to the child were
also mentioned by preschoolers when they talked about a good life in connection with the Child
Barometer 2020 (Tuukkanen, 2020).

Most commonly mentioned things that made the children sad included bullying, problems at school,
failures and thoughts related to a close person, animal or the child’s own pet dying. There were indi-
vidual responses related to the rights of the Sami.

“What makes me sad is puberty, bullying and discrimination.”

“My current school, problems related to relationships with
friends.”

“Sometimes some schoolwork at school, schoolwork that
went poorly, or school in general”

“Breaking a fishing line.”
“Death, loneliness and other people’s grief”

“Having to put down your own animal.

“Inequality, when rights are not realised.”

Sources of sadness included matters that affected the children at the moment and things that might
happen in the future. The responses concerning sadness had similarities with the results of the Child
Barometer 2020 (Tuukkanen, 2020).

Causes of fear included things that are considered to be phobias, fear of the future and fear of certain
people. Most common phobias were fear of the dark, death, heights and spiders and other animals.

“Heights, needles, robbers and murderers.”

“Death of a close person and death in general”

The future was a common source of fear for the respondents. A few responses also mentioned climate
change and war as things that cause fear.

“Not being able to manage. Future challenges and changes.”

‘Climate change and the global situation.”

The future of the Sami also causes fear.

“I'm scared of the future and life as a Sami.”

“Our language and culture is disappearing, Finnish people do not care about our challenges, and the
Sdmi are not listened to in politics.
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Relationships, the children’s own failures and being bullied also made the children fearful.

“Many situations where | have to talk or socialise with people | don't know well or at all”
“Loud noises such as arguments, angry shouting.”
“Others laughing at something like a presentation of my essay.”

Individual respondents named a specific person, their own parents or a teacher as a person who
makes them scared.

The fears mentioned by the respondents have similarities with other studies that have examined
children’s fears (Tuukkanen, 2020).

4.3.2 Rights of the Sami

Article 30  Children belonging to a minority or an indigenous group have the right to their own

culture, religion and language.

The respondents were asked what rights they think or know the Sami to have as an indigenous
people. Fifty-four per cent of the children could not or did not want to name any rights (Figure 6).
Forty-six per cent of the children specified things they knew or considered to be rights, such as the
right to their own language and culture and right to services in their own language.
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Figure 6 The children’s responses to the question “what rights do you think or know the Sdmi have as an
indigenous people?”

“Speaking our language, practising our culture and the same rights as anyone else”

“The right to our own language and culture. The right to get services in the Sdmilanguages in the Sdmi
homeland”

“For example, the right to receive services and education in your own native language. The right to
practice traditional livelihoods.”

“To dress and express culture without being harassed about it

“To fish in traditional places for free””

The children were able to name rights of the Sdmi as an indigenous people and they were also aware
that these rights are not fully realised. One respondent between the ages of 14 and 17 described the
situation as follows: “The right to receive education in Sami, which is not realised, as can be seen
from my writing.”

Rights related to language were mentioned most often. A few responses related to language sepa-
rately mentioned the right to education and other public services in the native language. Rights
related to fishing and reindeer herding were also mentioned in individual responses. Two responses
noted that the right of the Sami to decide on their own matters is poorly realised.
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According to Lehtola and Ruotsala (2017), availability of services in the Sdmi languages was better
in the Sdmi homeland and poorer in other parts of Finland. However, services were available in
several larger cities. Availability of services in the Sami languages was hindered by lack of staff and
resources and difficulty identifying customers who speak Sdmi languages (Lehtola & Ruotsala 2017).

As a follow-up question, the children were asked how they consider rights of the Sami to impact their
life now and in the future. Only a quarter (24%) of the respondents felt that the rights of the Sami
impacted their life at the time of taking the survey or would impact it in the future. Some of them
perceived language teaching as realisation of rights and considered language to provide them with
opportunities related to studies and work in the future.

The respondents were asked whether they are concerned about anything related to the Sdmi. Most
of the respondents (65%) did not have any such concerns, or they were not able to specify their
concerns. However, individual children expressed their concerns over matters related to preserva-
tion of the Sdmi culture. The most common culture-related concern was related to the use of the Sdmi
languages. The children were particularly concerned about the preservation of the Sdmi languages.
The children were also concerned about decision-makers’ lack of understanding related to the Sami.

“The languages cannot be heard they are not used in many places.

"What if endangered Sdmi languages are no longer spoken/understood by anyone and the language
and culture “vanishes.”

“There are few educational materials available in Inari Sdmi.”

“Finnish politicians do not care about Sdmi issues, people do not know about the Sdmi and there is a
lot of disinformation online””

The children also mentioned the definition of Sami and the question of who has the right to wear
traditional Sami clothing. The Act on the Sdmi Parliament and the River Teno fishing regulations
were also separately mentioned in individual responses.
“Why you can't be Sdmi if you are of the ‘wrong heritage.”
“Use of the Sdmi outfit. Who can wear it and who can't?”
“The fricking Sdmi Parliament Act and the River Teno fishing restriction thing.”

“Whether rights such as the right to reindeer herding are realised in the future. What if everyone gets
the same rights as the Sdmi.”

When the children pondered about matters concerning the Sami, they also mentioned changes in
attitudes towards the Sami.

“How we have been treated poorly in the past. And are still sometimes treated poorly, but not always in
the same way.”

“Only that people used to be so racist towards the Sami.”
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The children who responded to the question were aware of how matters concerning the Sami affect
either them or the Sami in general. In connection with this question, children also described matters
related to reindeer herding, such as participation in the reindeer roundup during school terms, defi-
ciencies related to educational materials and insecurities related to the future.

“Getting to go participate in the reindeer roundup in the
middle of the school week.

“Studying is harder and more arduous when there aren’t
materials or examples for studying and schoolwork.”

“In many different nasty ways, such as Sdmi fishing rights, if
everyone gets to be Sdmi all of a sudden, cultural rights no

longer mean anything.”

A small group of respondents mentioned matters concerning the Sdmi that make them think. It would
appear that some Sami children are very aware of topical issues related to the Sdmi, whereas other
children are not as aware or interested or do not think about these thing as much. Certain factors,
such as teaching about the Sami and their rights at school, the age, place of residence and experi-
ences of the respondent, the conversational culture within the family and societal involvement of
the family and the child, may have a bearing on such differences between the children.

4.3.3 Expression of Sami identity

The respondents were asked about situation in which they like to speak a Sdmi language, talk about
being Sami or wear Sami clothing. They were also asked about situations in which they do not like to
speak Sami, talk about being Sdmi or wear Sami clothing.

In connection with the quantitative analysis, the results were categorised into two categories: chil-
dren who live in the Sdmi homeland and children who live in other parts of Finland.

Children living in the Sdmi homeland reported that they use Sdmi languages whenever possible.
Samilanguages were used at home and school and with relatives and friends.

"I try to speak Sdmi when possible

"I speak Sdmi every day at home with my family and with other close people”

The children felt that it was safe to use Sami languages when they knew that others could also speak
the language.

"I speak Sdmiwhen | know that others understand it. It is natural for me to speak Sdmi.

However, children did not speak Sami if they did not know whether the other people present spoke
Sami or the same Sami language as them or if the child could not speak the language well. Sdmi was
also not spoken at home, school or with relatives or friends if there were people present who did not
speak Sami.
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‘I sometimes speak Sami with my friends, but it’s a little difficult because my language skills aren't that
great”

‘I don't speak Sdmi with speakers of Inari Sdmi because | don't understand everything.”
‘I don't use Sdmi with Finns or when talking to friends.”
Sami children who live in other parts of Finland primarily use Sami during Sdmi language lessons.
They do not like using Sami at school outside of Sami lessons or in public places, because the envi-
ronment is not Sami. The children reported that they sometimes speak Sami at home and with
relatives.
‘I speak Sami during Sdmi language lessons because | don't know anyone who speaks Sami.”

‘I don't like speaking Sdmi at school or anywhere really
because | don't speak it very well”

‘I don't speak Sdmi in shops or public places because | don't
need it there.

‘I also speak Sdmi with an old person | know because it’s
their native language and | learn the language by speaking
with them.”

Use of the Sami languages by children living in other parts of Finland was mainly limited to Sami
language lessons. According to the respondents, use of the Sdmi languages was also limited by lack
of other Sdmi speakers.

There were few responses to the question of whether children wanted to talk about their Sdmi iden-
tity. Children living in the Sdmi homeland responded that they talk about being Sdmi when someone

is interested or when they feel safe.
‘I talk about being Sdmi when the other party is interested and wants to know more. If they don't
understand or know anything, | can’t be bothered to waste my time.”
“When it’s safe and everyone understands and knows about the Sdmi and knows the language.”
Some respondents living in the Sami homeland reported that they never talk about being Sadmi. The
most common reason for not talking about being Sdmi was fear of ridicule or prejudice. Lack of the

child’s own or another party’s knowledge about the Sdmi was also mentioned as an obstacle to talk-
ing about being Sami.

‘I don't like to talk about being Sdmi in situations where | feel that I'm the only Sdmi person or believe
that the people I'm interacting with don’t know much about the Sdmi.”

“I'm not comfortable talking about being Sdmi if there are people present who don't appreciate the
Sdmi or even mock the Sdmi or Sdmi culture in general.”

“In the south, you can hear unpleasant comments and thoughts that strongly differ from my own.”

‘I don't talk about being Sdmi with people who don't understand it, because | myself don’t know
enough about the Sdmi to start educating, reasoning or arquing about being Sdmi or about opinions
related to the subject”
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Children living outside the Sdmi homeland said that they discuss being Sami with family members
or whenever someone is interested or asks about something to do with the Sami.

“lalways talk about being Sdmi when someone asks!”
‘I may sometimes talk about being Sdmi with my friends or | might talk with my mother.”

‘I don't talk about being Sdmi a lot because | see no need for it. However, if someone asks about it | may
explain it

The children said that they do not like to talk about being Sdmi in public places. It appears that chil-
dren do not feel comfortable talking about being Sdmi with strangers.

Opinions on wearing Sami clothing differed between children living in the Sdmi homeland and chil-
dren living in other parts of Finland. Children living in the Sdmi homeland like wearing a traditional
Sami outfit during celebrations, events and the Sami National Day. Many respondents said that they
do not even have other festive clothing. Individual respondents said that they wear Sami clothing
because they have to, or that they would like to wear a Sami outfit but they do not have one. The
children very consistently responded that they do not wear a Sdmi outfit in their daily lives.
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“lwear a Sdmi outfit to events where I'm expected to dress well”

"I like to wear a Sdmi outfit to parties because it looks good, it's an easy party outfit and | stand out
nicely”

“‘l'wear a Sdmi outfit when dancing a quadrille.”
“lonly wear Sdmi clothing to parties because I'm not allowed to otherwise.

“Iwear a Samioutfit when there is a celebration. I've never had anything else to wear to parties and
haven't had a need for anything else.”

“Idon't wear Sdmi clothing when there isn't a celebration.”

Children living outside the Sdmi homeland mainly wore Sami clothing during celebrations related to
the Sdmi and family celebrations. They gave individual descriptions of why they do not wear a Sdmi
outfit. The most common reasons for not wearing a Sami outfit was that the child does not own one,
or that they do not want to wear a Sami outfit because they are not accustomed to wearing one, or it
feels uncomfortable.

‘I have usually worn a traditional Sdmi outfit during funerals and weddings and sometimes other
celebrations because | want to respect my culture and | really like Sdmi clothing.”

“lwear a Sdmi outfit to Sdmi celebrations. | wear items such as Sdmiearrings when there is a “small”
event related to the Sami.”

‘I don’t have a Sdmi outfit, but | want one. | will get one in the summer.”

"Sdmi clothing feels uncomfortable to wear, so | don't really like wearing it

Quantitative variables on whether or not the child likes to visibly express their Sami identity in the
ways specified above were created based on the open responses. The responses which indicate that
the child likes speaking Sami, talking about being Sdmi and wearing Sdmi clothing in some situations
were coded from the open responses. A similar variable was created for the question where children
expressed that they avoid speaking Sdmi, talking about being Sdmi or wearing Sdmi clothing at least
sometimes. All affirmative responses were included in both variables, including individual situa-
tions in which the children discuss these experiences.

A significant majority of the respondents (87%) reported that they like to express their Sdmi identity
in one of the ways specified above. More than half of the respondents (64%) also said that they avoid
expressing their Sdmi identity in at least some situations. It appears that the children have varied
experiences related to expressing their Sdmi identity, and the decision to voluntarily express Sdmi
identity is always made based on the specific situation. The children justified their choices by giving
practical, social and emotional reasons.

It is possible that the Sdmi languages and culture were more prevalent in children’s responses the
larger the Sdmi community around them. According to Heikkila et al. (2019), services provided in
the Sami languages play a significant role in strengthening Sami identities. According to a study on
services for children, young people and families conducted by Lehtola and Ruotsala (2017), avail-
ability of services in the Sdmi languages was strongest in early childhood education and care and
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basic education and poorest in youth work and leisure services. During Young Advisers meetings
organised by the Ombudsman for Children (Ombudsman for Children, 2021a; 2021b; 2021c) Sami
children wished for better availability of media, such as TV, radio and music, in the Sdmi languages.
This could also provide children with more opportunities to use the Sdmi languages.

4.3.4 Climate change

When asked how children considered climate change to impact their life now and in the future, 61
per cent of the respondents felt that climate change impacts their life in some way (Figure 7). The
children described the effects diversely from the perspective of traditional livelihoods, such as fish-
ing and reindeer herding.

Figure 7 The children’s responses to the question “how do you consider climate change to impact your life
now and in the future?”

“The salmon are disappearing, the animals are suffering, we can't live off nature like we used to.

“The reindeer husbandry situation is so poor, due to harsh winters, that the livelihood is no longer
profitable, and we need to think of other work to replace it

“It will probably affect reindeer herders who have reindeer in the forest because driving conditions are
becoming poorer, and it will be more difficult to tend to the reindeer, but it will probably not impact me
because | will not stay here, and | don't know how climate change will affect me.”

The children expressed general concerns about the effects of climate change on both people and
animals. The respondents also considered climate change to have immediate effects on them in
the form of hobbies becoming more difficult, living conditions declining and seasonal changes in
temperatures shifting.
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‘It affects the environment and, thus, also my mood.”
“Nobody can go to nature and enjoy it, and no one can live without trees.”
“There is less snow, | can't drive a snow mobile

The children’s views on climate change reflected despair, anticipation of negative outcomes and
belief in the impact of children’s own actions.

“Well, when the ice melts it might release new bacteria into
the air. Then we all catch it and die a painful death.”

“If climate change progresses this quickly, it must mean an
end to reindeer herding and | will no longer know what to
do with my life”

‘I must think about my choices every day, it sometimes
makes me anxious. In the future, | will probably have to think

about climate change when making everyday decisions.”

Some of the children said that climate change does not affect them at all (9%) or that nothing can be
done about climate change.

“‘Climate changes, life continues. What can you do.”

Eighteen per cent of the respondents were unable to specify how climate change impacts them now
or in the future. None of the children questioned climate change. Rather, they described observa-
tions of existing effects of climate change.

“There have already been a couple of bad winters due to climate change and reindeer don't survive
them. Reindeer have become visibly smaller compared to ten years ago.”

The responses indicate that Sdmi children are aware of climate change and climate change is notice-
able in the Sami homeland, where it has a tangible effect on traditional livelihoods. Children living
outside the Sami homeland were also aware of changes. A study by Jonsson et al. (2012) came to a
similar conclusion, as Sdmi children were found to be worried about changes in the environment
in their home region. In the study, children expressed concerns about the decline of nature’s diver-
sity, pollution and increase of traffic, as well as about the impacts of climate change on reindeer
husbandry (Jonsson et al., 2012).

Tuukkanen and Pekkarinen (2020) found that children had three different ways of facing and
processing future impacts of climate change. These include highlighting personal responsibility,
emphasising political decision-making and downplaying climate change.

Climate change has also been featured in motions by the Youth Councils of the Sami Parliaments of
Finland, Sweden and Norway. The Youth Councils have published a joint declaration (Youth Councils
of the Sami Parliaments of Finland, Sweden and Norway, 2021) on mitigation of climate change and
its effects on the Sdmi homeland. In the declaration, Nordic S&mi youth bring attention to the severe
impacts of climate change in Nordic regions, which weaken the state of nature. The Sami hold nature
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in particularly high regard and environmental changes also affect Sdmi culture, including preserva-
tion of important areas, traditional livelihoods and linguistic diversity.

4.3.5 Opinions and social participation

Article 12  Children have the right to have their say in matters that concern them. Adults must
ascertain children’s opinion before they make decisions concerning them. Children’s
opinions should be considered in respect of their age and development when making
decisions about them. Adults must justify decisions to children in a manner that they

can understand.

Article 13 Children have the right to freely express their opinions. They may not, however, offend

other people.

When the children were asked who has asked or encouraged them to express their thoughts or opin-
ions, the respondents reported that their opinions have been asked by family (34%), friend (26%)
and other adult (18%) (Figure 8). Other adults specified by the respondents include people such as
teachers, form teachers, school social workers and the police. Thirteen per cent of the respondents
felt that no one has asked or encouraged them to express their thoughts and opinions. Other parties
(11%) mentioned by the respondents included the child themselves, this survey and other individual

people.
"Parents, friends, teachers and other people close to and around me.”
“Mum, dad, my teacher, this survey.”
"My form teacher, the school social worker and school psychologist.”
Family
Friend
Other adult
No one
Other parties

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 %

Figure 8 Distribution of responses to the question “who has asked or encouraged you to express your
thoughts or opinions?”
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For most children, encouraging people included adults and peers who were present in their daily
lives. The children reported that their thoughts and opinions are most often listened to at home
in connection with matters related to food, housework, joint purchases and rules. With respect
to school, a large proportion of the respondents (39%) were unable to think of anything on which
their opinions are listened to, or they felt that their thoughts do not matter. One fifth (20%) of the
respondents described their participation in making decisions on matters such as planning of school
trips. A small proportion (3%) of the respondents were involved in their school’s representative deci-
sion-making, such as the student body. These children felt that their thoughts and opinions make a
difference. The children described that they can have a say in what they do and how they spend their
free time. Friends (17%) were also often mentioned, and the children agree on things together with
their friends or parents.

4.4 Relationships

Article 14 Children have the right to think freely. Children have the right to belong or not to belong
to a religion. Parents have the right and the duty to advise and guide children in the

exercising of this right.

The survey asked how satisfied children are with their relationships. Nearly all (91%) of the respond-
ents reported that they are very or fairly satisfied with their relationships. Nine per cent of children
indicated that they are very or fairly dissatisfied with their relationships.

4.4.1 Important people

The children were asked about people who are important to them. Eighty-one per cent of the respond-
ents mentioned their family or specific members of their nuclear family (Figure 9). Other relatives
were mentioned by 45 per cent of the Sdmi children who responded to the survey. Relatives included
people outside the nuclear family: grandparents, cousins and other relatives.

Friends were mentioned as important people nearly as often as family. Seventy-six per cent of
respondents mentioned their friends. Other important people were mentioned by 5 per cent of the
respondents. Responses such as “everyone” and pets were categorised as other people. Pets were
included in responses even though the question referred to people. A child’s relationship to a pet
may have similar features to the child’s relationship with people close to them, and pets are very
important to some children. According to Tammi et al. (2020), a child’s relationship with their pet
can be an important interindividual relationship where the pet not only represents its species, but it
also has a name and the child shares their daily life with the pet in the same way as they would with
other family members.
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Figure 9 Children’s responses to the question “who is important to you?”

The children most commonly mentioned family and friends, both as people who are important to
them and as people who have asked the child’s opinion (see section 4.3.5). The children’s opinions
were also asked by adults who were not included as people close to the child. This means that the
children also had other adults in their lives who care about their opinions and actively ask them
to express their thoughts, but who the children do not view as important to them. Based on the
responses, these people included adults from various institutions, such as teachers and police
officers. It appears that inclusion of Sami children has been realised in at least some municipalities
and public services.

The children were asked whether they could talk about things that concern them with their parents.
Most of the respondents (80%) said that they were able to often or fairly often talk to their parents
about things that concern them. Sixteen per cent of the children could sometimes talk to their parents
about things that concern them. Four per cent of the children were rarely able to talk to their parents
about things that concern them.

The results were similar to those of the 2021 School Health Promotion study (Finnish Institute for
Health and Welfare, 2022), which found that 84 per cent of 4th and 5th graders and 68 per cent of
8th and 9th graders could talk with their parents often or fairly often. Three per cent of 4th and 5th
graders and eight per cent of 8th and 9th graders could hardly ever talk with their parents.
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The Sami children were asked about the number of friends with whom they could talk about things
that concern them. Three quarters (75%) had at least two friends with whom they could talk about
things that concern them. Sixteen per cent had one such friend. Nine per cent of the respondents did
not have any friends with whom they could talk about things that concern them.

As the number of friends does not directly indicate loneliness experienced by a child, the children
were separately asked whether they consider themselves to be lonely. Ninety per cent of the children
responded that they hardly ever or occasionally feel lonely. One in ten (10%) responded that they feel
lonely fairly often or often.

Examination of the results by region revealed that Sami children living in the Sami homeland felt
lonely more often than Sami children living in other parts of Finland. Sixteen per cent of children
living in the Sdmi homeland felt lonely often or fairly often, whereas the figure for children living
in other parts of Finland was 4 per cent. However, it should be kept in mind when interpreting
the results that the number of respondents was relatively low and does not allow for a reliable
comparison.

Comparison of the results on loneliness with the results of the 2021 School Health Promotion study
(Finnish Institute for Health and Welfare, 2022) reveals that experiences of Sdmi children are rela-
tively similar to experiences of children on average. According to the School Health Promotion study,
4 per cent of 4th and 5th graders and 16 per cent of 8th and 9th graders often felt lonely. Thirty-seven
per cent of 4th and 5th graders and 29 per cent of 8th and 9th graders sometimes felt lonely. Fifty-
nine per cent of 4th and 5th graders and 55 per cent of 8th and 9th graders never or rarely felt lonely.

Based on the results of the survey, approximately one in ten Sdmi children feel lonely and are dissat-
isfied with their relationship. A similar number of children did not have any friend with whom they
could talk about things that concern them.
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4.4.2 Prejudices, harassing behaviour and discrimination

Article 2 Every child is entitled to the rights of the child equally. A child must not be discriminated

against for any reason.

Bullying and discrimination experienced by Sami children were discussed with the children who
participated in the background interviews. Most of the interviewees described prejudices against
the Sami and harassing behaviour they have experienced. The research team wanted to convey
these views expressed by the children through the phrasing of questions on the survey form.

The children were asked whether they have been in a situation that involved prejudice, harass-
ing behaviour or discrimination against the child or someone else. More than half of the respond-
ents (59%) reported that they have hardly ever been in such situations. Twenty-nine per cent of the
respondents had been in such situations occasionally and 12 per cent often or fairly often.

A new categorisation of variables was formed by combining the occasionally, fairly often and often
responses into the same category. This category included responses in which the respondent had at
least occasionally been in a situation that involved prejudice, harassing behaviour or discrimina-
tion against the child or someone else. The "hardly ever” responses formed their own category. The
results were examined by region based on the new categorisation (Figure 10). Forty-eight per cent
of respondents living in the Sdmi homeland and 30 per cent of respondents living in other parts of
Finland had experienced or seen prejudice, harassing behaviour or discrimination. Fifty-two per
cent of respondents living in the Sdmi homeland and 70 per cent of respondents living in other parts
of Finland had never been in such situations.

Living in the Sdmi Homeland |

Living elsewhere in Finland |

0 20 40 60 80 100 %

B Occasionally, fairly often, often | |Hardly ever

Figure 10 Distribution of responses to the question: “have you been in a situation that involved prejudice,
harassing behaviour or discrimination against you or someone else?” in the Sdmi homeland and
other parts of Finland.

Based on the results, it appears that children living in the Sdmi homeland have somewhat more
often been in situations that involved prejudice, harassing behaviour or discrimination than Sami
children living in other parts of Finland. It should be noted, however, that the responses include
different kinds of experiences of prejudice, harassment and discrimination and all situations are
not necessarily related to being Sdmi. The responses to the survey do not reveal what the prejudice,
harassing behaviour or discrimination was targeted against. The Sdmi children who participated in
the background interviews felt that prejudice often stems from ignorance about the Sami.
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Various studies have examined discrimination experienced by their participants. In the 2017 School
Health Promotion study (Finnish Institute for Health and Welfare, 2018), 26 per cent of 8th and 9th
graders reported that they have experienced discriminatory bullying based on different factors. A
study conducted in Sweden by Omma et al. (2011) indicated that 45 per cent of young Sami aged
18-28 have experienced discrimination. According to the Youth Barometre (Kiilakoski, 2021), which
examined the views of young people aged 15-29, 55 per cent of the respondents have had experiences
involving discrimination. In Young Advisers meetings organised by the Ombudsman for Children
(Ombudsman for Children, 2021a; 2021b; 2021c), children living in the Sdmi homeland reported
only rarely experiencing discrimination. However, during the meetings, children also recounted
examples of unpleasant experiences of exoticising, such as photographing the child without permis-
sion when the child was wearing a Sdmi outfit.

Children were asked whether prejudice, harassing behaviour, discrimination or fear of these
prevented them from doing something that is important to them. The majority of the respondents
(71%) did not consider them to affect their own actions.

“Definitely not”

Some of the children emphasised that you should not let the attitudes of others affect your own being
and actions. The respondents also included children (8%) who felt that prejudice, harassing beha-
viour, discrimination or fear of these occasionally prevent them from being themselves or express-
ing their opinion.

‘I can’t be myself”

Some children experienced prejudice related to gender in connection with traditional Sami
livelihoods.

“When you work with reindeer as a girl, you sometimes experience prejudice and doubts about your
ability to manage, you should just not care about it”

Discrimination within the community was also indicated by a study that examined daily life and
well-being of young Sdmi aged 18-28 in Sweden. Although preservation of the culture was consi-
dered important, prejudice and discrimination related to gender created challenges for the preser-
vation of the culture (Omma et al., 2011).

The children were also asked if they could think of ways to reduce or prevent prejudice, harassing
behaviour or discrimination. The children assigned responsibility to decision-makers, teachers and
children themselves.

“If there was more education and sharing of information about the Sdmi, people would know more,
which might reduce some prejudices.”
“Teachers should intervene in harassing behaviour”

“First of all, bullies are insecure and try to hide it by bullying others, so they should be acknowledged
more, and they should be helped.

“People should consider their own behaviour”
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Above all, the respondents highlighted the importance of sharing and increasing information. If
people knew more about the Sadmi there would be less prejudice and discrimination. In the views of
children, problems related to discrimination should be openly discussed.

Teachers should have means to intervene in harassing behaviour and discrimination, so that chil-
dren would tell them about their experiences. The children considered that children themselves also
share responsibility. Children should boldly go and talk to others and talk things out. Through their
own behaviour, children can ensure that they themselves do not discriminate against others.

4.5 Future

When asked about Finland’s good aspects from the perspective of Sami children and young people,
the children described things closely connected to their own lives. One in four (25%) responded
that they do not know. The most common (33%) positive aspects mentioned by the children were
related to learning, such as the right to be taught in your own native language and the availability of
language teaching as distance learning.
“Getting to go to school and be taught in my native language.”
‘Language teaching is also available as distance learning if needed.”

Other positives connected to the rights of the Sdmi were brought up by 15 per cent of the respond-

ents. These included matters such as intervening in discrimination and improving the situation of
the Sami.

“The Sdmi, and young Sdmi in particular, are taken into consideration when it comes to learning.
Discrimination and harassment is addressed at events.”

“The situation of the Sdmi is currently pretty good.”

The children also mentioned good things related to their future, such as employment prospects.

“There are enough jobs.”

When asked how the life of Sdmi children and young people could be improved in Finland, 44 per
cent responded that they do not know.

“I'm notsure™\_(«) /"

Sixteen per cent of the respondents felt that the life of Sami children could be improved by increas-
ing information about Sami culture and especially by talking about the Sdmi in schools.

‘I think that the Sdmi should be talked about more in places like schools, so that being Sdmi would
become an ordinary matter”

According to the children, the Sdmi themselves also need more information about their culture, as
well as opportunities to use the Sami languages in their free time.
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“The culture is fading away, so it should be taught more, starting from childhood.”

“Events where people can speak Sdmi.

The children wished for qualified teachers and educational materials in the Sdmi languages in
schools.
“Textbooks in Sdmi, educated teachers.”
“There could be more comprehensive schools and higher education that teach in Sdmi.”

The children also wished for better leisure facilities and public transport, as well as changes to traffic
laws with respect to driving licences and restrictions.

“Smaller places also need leisure activities, or at least a warm place where children can spend time
together in the winter.”
"More leisure activities in Sdmi. And some camps where you can meet friends who live further away.”
“More frequent public transport in remote areas.”
At the end of the survey, children were asked what they dream about. The children dreamt of a wide
variety of things (Figure 11), including things related to studies, work, family, pets, belongings and

the possibility to continue the livelihood of a parent. Some children also wished that they could work
with language, culture and minorities in the future.

Figure 11 Dreams of Sdmi children.
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"My dream is that | get to live in peace and stay healthy.”
‘Il want to be able to significantly improve the situation of minorities in the future.”

‘I want to work with languages. If | have a child in the future, | want them to speak Sdmi at home
because | did not have that possibility.”

“Reindeer herding is my profession, and I'm able to make a living doing it. | know various handicrafts.
I'm happy.”

“Getting a dog and moving to Lapland.”

“Iwould like to change schools and start fresh somewhere else.”
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Most responses looked further into the future and only a few responses included dreams connected
to the present. This is typical of dreaming, but may also indicate children’s belief in the future
(Pekkarinen et al., 2020).

According to the study by Jonsson et al. (2012), Sami children living in Sweden were worried about
the future and their standard of living, as traditional Sami livelihoods often do not provide sufficient
financial stability. Worries about the future experienced by children may accumulate if they have to
decide between traditional livelihoods and financial security.

In Young Advisers meetings organised by the Ombudsman for Children (Ombudsman for Children,
2021a; 2021b; 2021c¢), Sami children discussed their conflicting feelings about the future, as following
some dreams may require that they move away from their home region. Based on the results of this

survey, some Sami children also dream of moving to the Sdmi homeland.
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5. Discussion

5.1 Ethical discussion

The right of children to express their thoughts and talk about their experiences, as well as build-
ing trust and generating open dialogue with the Sdmi community were the ethical starting points
for this study (see also Heikkila et al., 2019, 65). They helped to ensure that the study was imple-
mented in a manner that respects Sami values and is approved by the Sdmi community. The ethical
principles of research by the Finnish National Board on Research Integrity (2019) and the currently
incomplete ethical guidelines for Sami research (Heikkild, 2022) were followed at all stages of the
research process. The ethical guidelines for Sdmi research deals with the significance of the study to
the community participating in it, involvement of the community in the implementation of studies
and provision of research results for the use of the community. The guidelines urge people carrying
out studies to consider: 1) Where does the need for research stem from? 2) How to ensure that the
study does not further burden a people and community that has already been burdened by studies?
3) Who does the research benefit and how?

Planning of the study involved active and critical discussion on the need for the study and the means
of implementation at the Office of the Ombudsman for Children and between the Sami Parliament
of Finland, the working group and the joint steering group for studies on Sdmi children and Roma
children. It is not reasonable to conduct a study on indigenous children without justified grounds,
hence the purpose and implementation of the study needed to be discussed thoroughly. Discussion
on the matter led to the conclusion that there is a need for this study. Conducting the study was ethi-
cally justified, as it allowed researchers to obtain up-to-date information on the well-being of Sdmi
children and the realisation of their rights from the perspective of Sdmi children themselves. It was
important to maintain this open discussion throughout the entire process.

Data collection from minor children requires thorough consideration of research ethics. The Ethics
Committee of Youth and Childhood Studies of the Finnish Youth Research Society performed a
preliminary ethics assessment on the study. An unequal power structure always exists between chil-
dren and adults in connection with knowledge production, which places children in a subordinate
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position compared to adults. Thus, it was important to consider decisions and their significance from
the perspective of the children and hear them as individuals and representatives of their age group
and culture.

It was important to acknowledge cultural features, such as the Sdmi annual cycle and the possibil-
ity for participants to use the Sami languages, when implementing the study. The survey form was
distributed to schools before the autumn reindeer roundup. It was possible for the children to use
Sami languages and Finnish when participating in an interview or when responding to the survey.
Bilingual and multilingual Sami children navigate between two or more languages and linguistic
meanings, which provides the child with a rich understanding of the social implications of words.
It also places children at the intersection of two or more cultures, histories and social realities
(Pietikdinen & Pitkdnen-Huhta, 2013).

When meeting the children, the research team emphasised the children’s expertise on matters
concerning themselves and told the participating children that they have a lot of information that
adults do not have. This study examines matters brought up by the children. The children did not
bring up matters such as their parents’ alcohol use, unlike in the previous study by the Ombudsman
for Children (Rasmus, 2008). The children also did not mention their own use of intoxicants or
violence they have experienced or employed. References to mental health were also rare. However,
this does not mean that these phenomena are not present in the lives of Sami children.

The anonymity of the participants was ensured at all stages of the study. Direct identifying infor-
mation of people and places were removed when processing the material. Attention was also paid
to anonymity when selecting extracts from the material. It was agreed with the working group that
only the research team would process the material. All participating children and their custodians
were informed about this. In order to ensure the anonymity of the children, the names of individual
towns, cities and schools are not mentioned in this report.

The results, conclusions and proposed measures of the study were discussed with the working group,
the steering group, the Youth Council of the Sdmi Parliament and the Social Services and Health Care
Committee. The results and proposed measures were also discussed together with schoolchildren
from Inari, Sevettijarvi and Karigasniemi. It was possible for members of the working group to read
and comment on the report before it was finalised.

The studies on Sdmi children and Roma children were also utilised for two implementation meas-
ures (measures 16 and 26) of the Implementation Plan for the National Child Strategy, including
making of educational videos and teaching materials.
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5.2 Conclusions and proposed measures

Key findings of this study include Sami children’s close relationship to nature and concern abhout
climate change, challenges with mobility and access to services in sparsely populated areas, Sdmi
identity, rights of the Sdmi and opportunities to use the Sami languages.

Based on the results of the study, the situation of Sami children is good in many respects. The
responses of the children describe ordinary matters related to childhood, such as hobbies, friends,
spending time at home and school food. Experiences expressed by Sami children in connection with
the study primarily describe childhood where being Sdmi is just one aspect of life among others. The
lives of Sdmi children should be examined from various perspectives and through diverse identities.
Identities, as described by the children, are mostly built around child and youth culture and the
combination of school and leisure. Multilingualism, use of Sami clothing and traditional Sami liveli-
hoods bring their own flavour to the identities of many Sami children.

The results of the study show that Sami children have a strong connection to nature. The children’s
descriptions of their leisure activities, hobbies and places of comfort, as well as their thoughts on
their future and dreams, all reflect a close relationship with nature. The children also talk about the
effects of climate change on nature and its impact on the possibilities of the Sami to engage in their
traditional livelihoods, such as handicrafts, fishing and reindeer herding. The children also discuss
the changes wrought by climate change on the natural environment from the perspective of mental

well-being.
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In the Sami homeland, the lives of children are affected by challenges of a sparsely populated area.
The children point out that they do not have a place where they could spend their leisure time
together with other young people. The children often live a long way from each other, so the lack
of public transport, long intervals between buses or the cost of public transport prevent them from
visiting each other, travelling to leisure activities, or even going to school independently. However,
remote home regions are not seen exclusively as a hindrance, but also as unique and important. The
Sami children who participated in the study could think of various means to eliminate hindrances
and resolve problems. Such means included addressing deficiencies in the home region, moving

away and adapting to existing conditions.

With respect to rights of the Sdmi, the children most commonly bring up rights related to language.
Rights related to education and other services are also on the children’s minds. Some of the children
felt that their rights are being realised by the language teaching they receive and saw that their
language would provide them with future study and work opportunities.

The use of the Sdmi languages in the children’s lives reinforces their Sami identity and sense of
connection to Sadmi traditions. The children have more diverse opportunities to use the Sami
languages in the Sami homeland than elsewhere in Finland. Sdmi languages are spoken at home
and at school, with relatives and with friends during free time. The possibilities of Sami children
living in other parts of Finland were mainly limited to Sami language lessons, as few people close to
them speak Sami. The children’s linguistic environments also limit their use of Sdmi languages. The
children avoid using Sami languages if they are not certain whether the person they are talking to
speaks Sami or the same Sami language, or if the child feels that they themselves cannot speak the

language well enough.
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Proposed measures

Close relationship with nature and concern about climate change

1.

Support children’s relationship with nature and right to try and engage in
traditional Sami livelihoods.
Commit to the emissions targets set for mitigating climate change and

preserving traditional livelihoods.

Challenges in mobility and access to services in sparsely popu-
lated areas

3.

Provide suitable meeting places for children also in villages and sparsely popu-
lated areas.
Develop public transport and different modes of transport to support children’s

independent mobility, both to school and in their free time.

Sami identity and rights

5.

Increase awareness of the Sdmi in schools and various communications chan-

nels to reduce discrimination and bullying.

Train Sami-speaking teachers to support children’s Sami identity and ensure at

least general and intensified support in their native language.

Possibilities to use Sami languages

7.

Prepare Sami-language study materials to reinforce the learning and use of
Sami languages.

Develop leisure activities in Sdmi languages and opportunities to use Sdmi
languages, especially to reinforce the Sami identity of Sdmi children living

outside the Sdmi homeland.

Hearing Sami children

9.

Ensure that Sdmi children are regularly consulted on issues related to their
well-being and the realisation of their rights, using both qualitative and quanti-

tative methods, and also in order to collect follow-up data.
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INFORMATION ON THE STUDY
LAPS/54/2021

Dear custodian,

The Office of the Ombudsman for Children is carrying out a study on the well-being
of Sami children and the realisation of their rights in Finland. The research material
will be collected from participating children and young people who are between the
ages of 11 and 17, identify as Sadmi and live in the Sdmi homeland or another part of
Finland. The study is part of the Implementation Plan for the National Child Strategy
(see measure 5) and it is funded by the National Child Strategy. The study will be
conducted in cooperation with Finland's Sdmi community. The results of the study
will be used to support decision-making, including preparation of the next

Government Programme.

The objective of the study is to hear thoughts, opinions and experiences of Sdmi
children and young people concerning their well-being and the realisation of their
rights. The research material will be collected in two phases. 1) The first phase
consists of focused interviews and 2) the second phase involves an electronic
survey, which is based on views expressed by children and young people during the
interviews. A preliminary ethics assessment has been performed on the study. The

Sami Parliament has granted communal consent for the implementation of the study.

The interviews will be conducted on:
o 20 - 21 June in Helsinki
0 27 June in Utsjoki (North Sami children)
0 28 - 29 June in the Skolt Sdmi land or other parts of the Sdmi homeland (Skolt
Sami children)

0 30 June in Inari (Inari Sami children).

The interviewed children and young people can give their interview in Finnish, a
Sami language of their choice or a combination of these. We will ask about the
preferred language in advance, so that we are able to arrange for an interviewer
who speaks the chosen languages. Topics related to home, school and free time will

be discussed during the interviews.
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INFORMATION ON THE STUDY
LAPS/54/2021

The participants can freely discuss the presented topics and the interviewer may ask

further questions or request the interviewee to talk more about a specific subject.

A survey form will be drawn up based on the interviews. Children and young people
can take the survey in the autumn of 2022 during their school day, either in their
own school or in connection with Sami language distance learning. Custodians will
be separately informed about the survey via schools in the Sdmi homeland and Sami

language distance learning in the autumn of 2022.

Participation in the study is voluntary. Custodians can decline the interview
participation of their child under the age of 15 by notifying the researchers and
survey participation by notifying the child's teacher in accordance with the
instructions provided in the autumn. Participants will be asked for their consent

before their interview and before taking the survey.

The research material obtained through the interviews and the survey will only be
processed by the senior researcher, the research assistant and the planning officer
who are carrying out the study. All identifying information, such as names mentioned
during interviews, will be removed before processing the material. It will not be
possible to directly identify individual participants from the research report. The
final report on the study will be published in early 2023. The results of the study will

also be discussed with children and young people.
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INFORMATION ON THE STUDY
LAPS/54/2021

Senior Researcher Elina Weckstrom from the Office of the Ombudsman for Children
is responsible for the study. If you have any questions regarding the study, please
contact Research Assistant Karri Kekkonen by email at karrikekkonen@oikeus.fi or
by calling or texting the number 0295 666 864.

Best regards,

Elina Weckstrom Karri Kekkonen
Senior Researcher Research
Assistant
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INFORMATION ON THE STUDY
LAPS/54/2021
1.6.2022

Dear research participant,

The Office of the Ombudsman for Children and the National Child Strategy are
carrying out a study on the well-being of Sami children and the realisation of their
rights in Finland. The research material will be collected from participating children
and young people who are between the ages of 11 and 17, identify as Sami and live
in the SAmi homeland or another part of Finland. The study is a type of research for
which we wish to hear your thoughts and experiences and those of other Sami
children and young people through interviews and survey responses. We will
compile those thoughts together and the results will show us what Sdmi children and

young people think about their well-being and the realisation of their rights.

The interviews will be conducted on:

0 20 - 21 June in Helsinki

0 27 June in Utsjoki (North Sadmi children)

0 28 - 29 June in the Skolt Sdmi land or other parts of the Sdmi homeland (Skolt
Sami children)

0 30 June in Inari (Inari Sdmi children).

You can participate in an interview in North Sami, Inari Sami, Skolt Sami, Finnish or a
combination of these languages. We will ask about the preferred language in
advance, so that we are able to arrange for an interviewer who speaks the languages
you have chosen. Topics related to home, school and free time will be discussed
during the interview. You can freely discuss your thoughts and the interviewer may
ask further questions or request you to talk more about a specific subject. The

interview takes 30 - 60 minutes.

Participation in the study is voluntary. If you are under the age of 15, please talk to
your custodians about your interview participation. You can stop the interview

whenever you want.

Continued on the next page

)
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Individual participants cannot be directly identified from the research report. The
final report on the study will be published in early 2023. The results will also be

discussed with children and young people.

Senior Researcher Elina Weckstrém from the Office of the Ombudsman for Children
is responsible for the study. If you have any questions regarding the study, please
contact Research Assistant Karri Kekkonen by email at karrikekkonen@oikeus.fi, or

by calling or texting the number 0295 666 864.

Best regards,

Elina and Karri
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PRIVACY STATEMENT
LAPS/53/2021
LAPS/54/2021
14.3.2022

1. CONTROLLER

Office of the Ombudsman for Children
Vapaudenkatu 58 A, 3rd floor

40100 JYVASKYLA, FINLAND
Switchboard +358 (0)295 666 850

2. NAME OF THE FILE

File on study concerning the well-being of Sdmi children and Roma children and the

realisation of their rights

3. PERSON IN CHARGE OF THE FILE
Contact person:

Merike Helander

Office of the Ombudsman for Children
Vapaudenkatu 58 A, 3rd floor

40100 JYVASKYLA, FINLAND

Tel. +358 (0)295 666 850

lapsiasiavaltuutettu@oikeus.fi

4. PURPOSE OF THE FILE

Study of the well-being of Sdmi children and Roma children and the realisation of their

rights as a part of implementation of the National Child Strategy.

Conducting interviews.
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PRIVACY STATEMENT

LAPS/53/2021

LAPS/54/2021

14.3.2022
The file is based on an agreement between the National Child Strategy and the Ombudsman
for Children on conducting the studies. The agreement specifies the Office of the

Ombudsman for Children as the controller.
5. DATA CONTENT OF THE FILE

Contact information of children and young people participating in interviews related to the

study and contact information of contact persons is processed in the register.

Contact information may include a person's name, telephone number, email address,
domicile and home address, if the interviewee wishes the interview to be conducted in their

home, as well as the date and time of the interview of the interviewed participants.

The information is obtained from public websites, reported by the interviewees or reported

by a contact person.

6. DISCLOSURE OF DATA

Data are not disclosed to parties outside the authority.

7. DATA RETENTION PERIOD

The controller shall store the data until the study is published.
8. PROTECTION OF THE FILE

The data are kept confidential.

Contact information of any interviewees is stored as an excel file using technical protection
measures, so that external parties cannot access them. Public officials at the Office of the
Ombudsman for Children have access to the data. The protection is based on personal user

IDs.

9. RIGHT OF ACCESS TO AS WELL AS RECTIFICATION AND ERASURE OF DATA

Data subjects have the right to receive confirmation from the Office of the Ombudsman for

Children that their data are or are not processed.
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PRIVACY STATEMENT

LAPS/53/2021

LAPS/54/2021

14.3.2022
Data subjects have the right to access the data that have been provided on them or that they
have provided to the Office of the Ombudsman for Children, as well as the right to receive

information on how their data have been processed.

Data subjects have the right to request the rectification of inaccurate data on the data
subject by submitting new, corrected information to the Office of the Ombudsman for

Children and requesting the erasure of the inaccurate data.

Data subjects have the right to request the erasure of their data from the register by

submitting a request to the Office of the Ombudsman for Children.
The request must be signed and made in writing.
10. CHANGING THE PRIVACY STATEMENT

The controller reserves the right to update and change the privacy statement. We will notify

the data subjects on the issue, if the legislation requires it.

Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the protection of
natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of
such data, and repealing Directive 95/46/EC, issued on 27 April 2016, entry into force on 25
May 2018.

Data Protection Act 1050/2018
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INFORMATION ON THE STUDY
LAPS/54/2021
25.8.2022

Dear head teacher / teacher,

The Office of the Ombudsman for Children is currently carrying out a study on the
well-being of Sami children and the realisation of their rights in Finland. The
research material will be collected from participating children and young
people who are between the ages of 11 and 17, identify as SAmi and live in the
Sami homeland or another part of Finland. The study is part of the Implementation
Plan for the National Child Strategy (see measure 5) and it is funded by the
National Child Strategy. The study will be conducted in cooperation with Finland's
Sami community. The Sami Parliament and the Skolt Sdmi Siida Council have
granted communal consent for the implementation of the study. A preliminary

ethics assessment has been performed on the study.

The study is carried out in two phases. In June, we interviewed six Sami children
from the Sami homeland and other parts of Finland. We have prepared a survey
based on the interviews. The survey is intended to be taken in connection with
education in Sadmi languages or teaching of Sadmi languages at schools in the Sdmi
homeland and Sami language distance learning. In order to ensure reliability of the
research results, it is important that as many Sami children and young people as
possible can take the survey. We hope that it is possible for your class taught in
a Sami language or your students participating in SAmi language lessons to
take the survey during class between 19 - 30 September 2022. A link to the
electronic Webropol survey will be sent to head teachers on 16 September

2022. The survey is available in North Sami, Inari Sadmi, Skolt Sami and Finnish.

Instructions for head teachers and teachers of participating schools:

1) Please send the notice included as an email attachment to the custodians of
students participating in education in a S4mi language or Sami language
lessons in your school/class between 7 - 9 September by copying the text

into your school's electronic communication system and titling the message
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7)
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9)

INFORMATION ON THE STUDY
LAPS/54/2021
25.8.2022

as follows: Information to custodians: Survey by the Ombudsman for
Children on the well-being of Sdmi children and the realisation of their
rights.

Check if any custodians have declined their child's participation in the
survey. Custodians have been asked to inform the teacher about declining of
participation by 16 September.

Reserve one lesson for completing the survey during the period 19 - 30
September. Students can take the survey on their own smart devices or the
school's devices, in accordance with the school's policies.

At the start of the lesson, show your students a Youtube video on the
National Child Strategy (in Finnish) or tell them about the rights of the child
using material such as documents prepared by the Ombudsman for Children
(in North S&dmi, Inari Sdmi, Skolt Sdmi and Finnish).

Open the survey on your own screen and read the introductory text at the
start of the survey to your students.

Provide the link or QR code to the survey and assist your students with
opening the survey if necessary.

Each student should take the survey independently. However, the teacher
can assist students if they do not understand a question or have other need
for support. If a student has difficulty writing, a teacher, counsellor or other
reliable adult can write down the student's responses on the survey form.
Remind your students to send the survey once they have provided their
responses.

A report on the study will be published in February 2023. If you wish, you

can also discuss the report with your students.

Participation in the survey is voluntary. Custodians may decline the participation of

their child under the age of 15 by notifying the child's teacher by 16 September

2022. Each child's and young person's consent is requested on the survey form

before they fill in the survey.
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INFORMATION ON THE STUDY
LAPS/54/2021
25.8.2022

A translator will translate any responses to open questions provided in a Sdmi
language. The research material obtained through the survey will be processed by
the senior researcher, the research assistant and the planning officer who are
conducting the study at the Office of the Ombudsman for Children. All identifying
information (such as names mentioned in responses to open questions) will be
removed before processing the material. It will not be possible to directly identify
individual participants from the research report. The research material will be

destroyed after the report has been completed.

The report on the study will be published in early 2023. The report will be sent to
decision-makers on the national wellbeing service county and municipal levels, as
well as to the Sdmi Parliament and the Skolt Sdmi Siida Council. The report will
support researchers and people working with Sdmi children and young people
when it comes to decision-making, development and practical measures. The

results of the study will also be discussed with Sdmi children and young people.

Senior Researcher Elina Weckstréom is responsible for the study. If you have any
questions regarding the study, please contact Research Assistant Karri Kekkonen

by email at karri.kekkonen@oikeus.fi or by telephone at 029 5666 864.

Thank you for your cooperation!

Best regards,

Elina Weckstrom Karri Kekkonen Outi Kekkonen

Senior Researcher Research Assistant Planning Officer
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INFORMATION ON THE STUDY
LAPS/54/2021
25.8.2022

Information to custodians: Survey by the Ombudsman for Children on the
well-being of SAmi children and the realisation of their rights

Dear custodian,
The Office of the Ombudsman for Children is currently carrying out a study on the

well-being of Sami children and the realisation of their rights in Finland. The
research material will be collected from participating children and young people
who are between the ages of 11 and 17, identify as Sami and live in the Sami
homeland or another part of Finland. The study is part of the Implementation Plan
for the National Child Strategy and it is funded by the National Child Strategy. The
study will be conducted in cooperation with Finland's Sdmi community. The Sami
Parliament and the Skolt Sdmi Siida Council have granted communal consent for the
implementation of the study. A preliminary ethics assessment has been performed

on the study.

The objective of the study is to hear thoughts, opinions and experiences of Sdmi
children and young people on their well-being and the realisation of their rights. In
June, we interviewed six Sdmi children from the Sdmi homeland and other parts of
Finland. We have used these interviews as a basis for preparing the survey form, in
order to make children's views part of every step of the research process. The
survey is an electronic Webropol survey. Children and young people will take the
survey between 19 and 30 September in connection with education in Sdmi
languages or teaching of Sami languages. The survey is available in North Sdmi, Inari

S&mi, Skolt SAmi and Finnish.

Participation in the survey is voluntary. Custodians may decline the participation of
their child under the age of 15 by notifying the child's teacher by 16 September
2022. Each child's and young person's consent is requested on the survey form
before they fill in the survey. In order to ensure reliability of the research results, it
is important that as many Sdmi children and young people as possible can take the

survey.
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INFORMATION ON THE STUDY
LAPS/54/2021
25.8.2022

A translator will translate any responses to open questions given in a Sami language.
The research material obtained through the survey will be processed by the senior
researcher, the research assistant and the planning officer who are conducting the
study at the Office of the Ombudsman for Children. All identifying information (such
as names mentioned in responses to open questions) will be removed before
processing the material. It will not be possible to directly identify individual
participants from the research report. The research material will be destroyed after

the report has been completed.

The report on the study will be published in early 2023. The report will be sent to
decision-makers on the national, wellbeing service county and municipal levels, as
well as to the Sdmi Parliament and the Skolt Sdmi Siida Council. The report will
support researchers and people working with Sami children and young people when
it comes to decision-making, development and practical measures. The results of the

study will also be discussed with Sdmi children and young people.

Senior Researcher Elina Weckstrom is responsible for the study. If you have any
questions regarding the study, please contact Research Assistant Karri Kekkonen by
email at karri.kekkonen@oikeus.fi or by telephone at 029 5666 864.

Best regards,

Elina Weckstrom Karri Kekkonen Outi Kekkonen
Senior Researcher Research Assistant Planning Officer
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INTERVIEW FRAMEWORK
LAPS/54/2021
22 June 2022

Study of the well-being of Sami children and the realisation
of their rights: Framework of focused interviews

INTERESTS

First, l would be interested in hearing about things that interest you.

PARTICIPATION
Participation and expressing your opinions on matters that concern you are closely
connected to the rights of the child. I would like to hear your thoughts on your possibilities

to influence things.

RELATIONSHIPS
We interact with various people at home, at school, when visiting relatives, on social media

and in our free time. l would be interested to hear about people who are close to you.

EMOTIONS
Next, I would be interested in hearing about emotions you feel at school, at home and in

your free time.

RIGHT TO YOUR OWN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
Next, I would like to hear your views on being Sami and your right to your own language and

culture.
DISCRIMINATION AND PROTECTION
Our next topic is discrimination and protection. I would like to hear about discrimination,

bullying or prejudice you have witnessed or experienced.

FUTURE

Next, I would like to hear your thoughts on the future.
Can you think of anything else that affects your well-being or the realisation of your rights?

Would you like to say something else before we end the interview?
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SURVEY FORM
LAPS/54/2021
15.9.2022

Survey of Sami children and young people aged 11 - 17

As a part of the National Child Strategy, we want to hear your thoughts and experiences! Your
responses will provide important information to decision-makers and the Sami community on the
well-being of Sdmi children and young people and the realisation of your rights.

Please note that you cannot save your responses before completing the whole survey, so you should
respond to all questions in one go and send the survey once you have finished it. The survey is
available in North Sdmi, Inari Sdmi, Skolt Sdmi and Finnish. Participation in the survey is voluntary. By
taking the survey and pressing the Send button, you give your consent for the use of your responses
as research material for this study.

Individual respondents cannot be directly identified from the report on the results of the study. A
report on the study will be published in early 2023 and the results will be discussed with Sami
children and young people. The research material will be destroyed after the results have been
reported.

Thank you for taking the survey!

Jearahallan 11-17-jahkasas samemanaide ja -nuoraide

Oassin nasuvnnalas manndastrategiijas haliidat gullat du jurdagiid ja vasdhusaid! Vastadusaid vehkiin
oazzut dehdlas diedu mearrideaddjiide ja sdmeservosii ssmemanaid ja -nuoraid buresveadjimis ja
rivttiid ollaSuvvamis.

Véalddathan vuhtii, ahte jearahallama ii sdhte vurket gaskkas, nuba vastit ovtta have buot
jearahallamiidda ja sadde jearahallama vastideami loahpas. Sahtat vastidit davvisamegillii,
anarasgillii, nuortalasgillii ja suomagillii. Oassalastin jearahallamii lea eaktodahtolas. Vastidemiin
jearahallamii ja loahpas deaddilemiin Sddde-boalu attat miehtamat vastadusaid avkkastallamii oassin
dan Cielggadeami materialas.

Ovttaskas véstideaddjiid ii sahte njuolga earuhit ¢ielggadusa bohtosiin raporteredettiin. Cielggadusa
raporta almmustahttojuvvo algojagis 2023 ja bohtosiid giedahallet boahttevuodas maiddai

sdmemadndiguin ja -nuoraiguin. Cielggadusa materiala javkaduvvo bohtosiid raporterema manna.

Giitu oassalastimis!
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SURVEY FORM
LAPS/54/2021
15.9.2022

Kojldds 11-17-ekksaid saa’'mpaarnaid da -nudrid

Va'stt&8zzi vie'kkin vua3ap vaaznai tead tu'mmjee’jid da saa'mdhttd’sse sad’'mpéaarnai da -nudri
pue’rrvuei'ttemvuddast da vudiggadvuddi teduddjummsest.

Vuammayz, sto kdjld66zz ij vuei't rudkkad kddsk teauddmaodzz, fe'rttjak va'stteed sedamma vuara pukid
k66¢EmaB6zzid da vudltteed kdjld66zz va'stteem loppan. Va'stteed vuditak ta'vvsddmas, aanarsdamas,
nuorttsddamas da ladddas. Vudss6ottmos kbjldd’sse lij jiocctaattlaz. Va'stted kdjldo’sse da ted'ddel
looppast Vublttad -teddddbgg seammaadi’j ooudak tudttm&677 va'sttd6zzi dannmd'sSe pie'kken tin
se’lvwvtdzz aunstddzz.

Se'lvwitddzz puadddzzin raporttd’sttmen va'stteei jia ledkku ved'lttekani tobdstemnalla. Se'lvwwtddzz

rapoort ¢dddte alggee’jjest 2023 da puadddzzid kidtt'ta'lle sdd’'mpaarnai da nudrivui'm. Se'lvvtds
aunst6dzzast jaukkee puad6dzzi raportd’sttem manna.

Koijadallam 11-17-ihasdid sammilasparnaid ja -nuoraid

Udassin aalmuglas parnistrategia halidep kuulad tuu jurduid ja feerijmijd! Vastadasai vievast finnip
tehalii tiddu merideijeid ja sdmisidarvddahan sammilaspdarnai ja -nuorai pyereestvaijemist ja
vuoigadvuodai olasuumist.

Huammas, ete koijadallam ij pyevti vuorkkid kooskast, adai vastid puoh ko¢camasaid ohtan ja vuolgat
koijadallam vastidem mana. Pudvtah vastidid pajekielan, anaraskielan, nuorttalaskielan ja
suomakieldn. Koijadallaman udsalistem lii rijjatatulas. Vastidmain koijadallaman ja teddilmain loopast
Vuolgat-kovaduv adelah miettam vastadasai kevttiman udssin taan Cielgiittds amnastuv.

Ko raportistep ¢ielgiittds puatusijn, ohtuunis vastideijeid ij pyevti njuolgist tubdad. Cielgiittas rapport

almostittep algaivveest 2023 ja puatusijd kiedavusiap sammiladparnaiguin ja -nuoraiguin. Cielgiittas
amnastuv tussddem puatusij raportistem mana.

Takka uasallistmist!
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BACKGROUND QUESTIONS / DUOGASGAZALDAGAT / TUAGGAZKOOCEEMBOZZ / TUAVVASKOCEAMASAH

lam / Lean / Ledm / Lam

2)

3)

o

o O O o

a girl / nieida / niddaz / nieida

a boy / ganda / paarnaz / kanda

both / goabbage / kuhttu / kuabas-uv

other / eara / jee'res / eres

I do not wish to specify / in halit muitalit / jidm haa’led sarnnad / jiem haalijd ettad

My age is / Mu ahki lea / A&’k lij / Muu ahe lii

(0]

O
O
)

(¢]

O

10 years or younger / 10 jagi dahje unnit / 10 ee’kked le'be uu’ccben / 10 ihheed téi ucceeb
11-13 years / 11-13 jagi / 11-13 ee'kked / 11-13 ihheed

14-17 years / 14-17 jagi / 14-17 ee'kked / 14-17 ihheed

18 years or older / 18 jagi dahje eanet / 18 ee’kked le'be jednab / 18 ihheed tai eendb

Yes / Juo / K&'l / Kale
No /In/Jidm/ |j

4) |livein/ Asan / Jedlstam / Aasam

5)

[¢)

the Sami homeland (Enonteki®, Inari, Utsjoki, the Lappi reindeer herding cooperative area in
Sodankyld) / sdmiid ruovttuguovllus (Eanodat, Anar, Ohcejohka, Soadegilis Lappi balgosa guovlu) /
Sa’'mmlai dommvuu’dest (Enontekit, Aanar, Uccjokk, Sud’djlest Sda’mjannam paalgaskaa’dd vu'vdd) /
samikuavlust (Idnuduh, Aanaar, Suodigil, Laapi palgas kudvlu)

Lapland outside the Sdmi homeland / Lappis samiid ruovttuguovllu olggobealde / Sd3’'mjannmest
sa’'mmlai dommvuu’d dalgbed’Inn / Laapist sdmikuavlu ulguubeln

another part of Finland / eard sajis Suomas / jee’resa’rnn Lda'ddest / eres saajeest Suomast

I live in / Asan / Jedlstam / Aasam

o

the centre of a large city / stuorra gdvpoga guovddaZis / jonn gaarad kddskddzzast / stuorra kaavpug
kuavddaast

a suburb or outskirts of a large city / stuorra gavpoga gavpotoasis dahje eara ravdaguovllus / jénn
gaarad a'lddsaé’jest le'be jee'res kudnnvuu’dest / stuorra kaavpug robdokuavlust

the centre of a small city or town / smavvagdvpoga dahje gieldda guovddazis / u’ccgaarad le'be
kaa’'dd kddskddzzast / ucca kaavpug tai kielda kudvddaast

a sparsely populated area of a small city or town / mavvagévpoga dahje gielda harvvet asson guovllus
/ u'ccgdarad le'be kad'dd haa'rveld aazztum vuu’dest / ucca kaavpug tai kielda haarviht assum

kudvlust
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6) | use the following languages at home, at school, with relatives or with friends (you can select more than
one language) / Halan ruovttus, skuvllas, fulkkiiguin ja ustibiiguin ¢uovvovas gielaid (sahtat valljet manga)
paaihist, skoovlast, huolhijguin ja skiparijguin ¢uavuvijd kielaid (uazuh valjid manga)

North Sami / davvisamegiela / td'vvsaa'mkisl / pajekiela

Inari Sami / anaradgiela / aanarsaa’mkisl / anaraskiela

Skolt Sami / nuortaladgiela / nudrttsad’mkisl / nuorttalaskiela

Finnish / suomagiela / 133'ddkiél / suomakiela

Swedish / ruotagiela / rudcckidl / ruotakiela

Norwegian / darogiela / taarkiél / tarukiela

English / engelasgiela / engldskidl / engalaskiela

© 0O 0O 0O O 0O o o o

Other, please specify / eard, man? / jee’res, mii? / eres, mii?

LEISURE / FRIDDJAAIGI / PAADAI'GG / RIJAAIGI

7) How do you spend your free time? / Maid barggat friddjadiggis? / Ma'htt vie'ttjak paadaai’j? / Maht
kisvtah tuu rijjaasigi?

8) Where can you be yourself and relax? / Mat leat baikkit, main sahtét leat oadjebas ja sdhtat muossanit? /

9) Do you have a hobby? What is your hobby? (In this survey, hobbies mean regular leisure activities
intended to relax and bring pleasure, such as playing games, crafts, cycling, sledging, reading, sports,
music, animals) / Leago dus &igeddji? Mii? (digedjiin oaivvildat dds jeavddalas friddjadigge doaimma,
man mihttomearri lea muossdnit ja buktit buori miela, ovdamearkan speallan, duojit, sihkkelastin,
skohteriin vuodjin, lohkan, musihkka, valdstallan, musihkka, eallit) / Lij-a tu’st staarjds? Mii?
((Staarjobzzin 0olgte td'st mie'rrkddski tuejjeem paadaaijtaimmjummus, koon tdavtdssan lij lue'nneed
da pu’htted midllpuarddzz ouddm. spedllmds da sidrrmas, kidtt-tudj, tanccdmkaa’lzin vuajjmas,
motorkealkain vuajjmas, lookkmas, likkummug, musikk, Zee'vet) / Lii-uv tust pudaldas? Mii? (Puddddsdin
udividep tdst njuolguslii rijiGddigiporgdm, mon udivilin lii mudsudid jé toohdd mieldpyere. Ovddmerkkdn
spelldém, tuoijum, pyerdin vyeijim, kidlhdin vyeijim, luuhdm, valdstdlldm, muusik, elleeh)

10) Do you experience challenges with getting to places you want to go to (for example school, nature,
hobbies, relatives, friends, shops, other services)? What kinds of challenges? / Vasihatgo héstalusaid
lihkadeamis du haliidan baikkiide (omd skuvla, luondu, digedjit, fuolkkit, skihpdrat, gdvpi, eard
bdlvalusat)? Makkar? / Ki¢¢laastak-a va'3318627id likkummaest jiijjad haa'leem paai'kid (ouddm. gkooul,
luatt, staarj66zz, ruad, taaurd6zz, kaupp, jee’res kadzzk66zz)? Mu'vddem? / Laa-uv tust haastuh jootteed
so0jijd, kuus halidadh (ovdam. Skovl3, ludndu, pudaldasah, hyelhih, skipareh, kavppi, eres palvalusah)?
Magareh?
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11) Can you think of ways to resolve challenges related to mobility? / Mo vejola$ lihkadeapmai gullevas
hastalusaid livécii du mielas vejolas ¢oavdit? / M&'htt vuei'tlvaid liikkkummsa koll’jee’jid va'33166zzid

SCHOOL / SKUVLA / SKOOUL / SKOVLA

12) How do you like school? / Man bures loavttat skuvllas? / Kakkvaa puarast maazzak skoouldst? / Mon
pyereest makkuuh Skoovlast?

(0]
(0]

| like being at school / Loavttan bures / Maazzam pudrast / Makkuun pyereest

| like being at school relatively much / Loavttan viehka bures / Maazzam mialggad puérast / Makkuun
vieha pyereest

| sometimes like being at school / Loavttan duollet délle / Maazzam mattmest / Makkuun tyelli talli

I do not like being at school at all / In loavtte olldge / Jidm maass ni voo'ps / Jiem makkuu ollagin

tdadvaz Skoouldst? / Magarijd assijd lah tudavas skoovlast?

skuvllas dal dahje boahttevuodas? / Mu'vddem aa’$id tugivéik muttaz $kooulast 83'n le'be
pud’ttidai’jest? / Magarijd assijd tudivuh nubastus Skoovlast taal tai puatteevuodast?

WELL-BEING / BURESVEADJIN / PUE'RRVUEI'TTEMVUOTT / PYEREESTVAIJEEM

15) How satisfied are you with your life? / Man dudavas leat du eallimii? / Kakkvaa tdadvaz ledk tuu jie'llma?

/ Mon tudavas lah tuu eliman?

o
o
(0]

I'm very satisfied / Lean hui dudavas / Ledm samai taadvaz / Lam uali tudavas

I'm fairly satisfied / Lean viehka dudava$ / Ledm midlggad taadvaz / Lam vieha tudavas

I'm fairly dissatisfied / Lean viehka duhtameahttun / Jidm ledkku ¢uu’t taddvaz / Lam vieha
tutdmettum

I'm very dissatisfied / Lean hui duhtameahttun / Jidm ledkku sami taddvaz / Lam udli tutdmettum

16) In what types of situations do you like to speak Sami, talk about being Sdmi or wear Sami clothing? Why
these situations? / Makkar diliin millosit halat samegiela, halat sdpmelasvuodas dahje garvodat gavttiin?
Manin déid diliin? / Mu'vddem vue'jjin 4anak midlIsanji saa’'mkidl, mainstak sa’'mmlazvuddast le'be
tedvoddak saa mpihttzid? M&6zz tdin vue'jjin? / Magarijn tilalasvuodain kidvtah mielastad samikiela,
saarnuh simmiladvuodast tai kdrvudadah simimacuhan? Mondet tdin tildlaSvuodain?

17) In what types of situations do you not want to speak Sami, talk about being Sdmi or wear Sami clothing?
Why these situations? / Makkar diliin it millosit hala samegiela, hala sapmelasvuodas dahje garvot
gavttiin? Manin daid diliin? / Mu’vddem vue'jjin jidk 44n midllsanji sad’'mkidl, maainast sa’'mmlazvuddast
le'be tedvddd saa mpihttzid? Md6zz tain vue'jjin? / Magarijn tildlasvuodain jieh keevti mielastad
samikield, saarnu sammilasvuodast tai karvudat samimacuhan? Mondet tain tilalasvuodain?
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vy

18) What makes you happy? / Mat assit buktet dutnje ilu? / Mu'vddem 43's$ tuejjee tuu rammjé’'zzen? /

Magareh aasih taheh tuu ilolazzan?

~ry

19) What makes you sad? / Mat assit dahket du moraslazzan? / Mu'vddem &3'ss tuejjee tuu pe’ccld’zzen? /

Magareh aasih taheh tuu sorolazzan?

21) What rights do you think or know the Sdmi to have as an indigenous people? / Makkar vuoigatvuodaid
jurddasat dahje diedét leat sapmelacécain eamialbmogin? / Mu'vddem vudiggddvudd joortak le’be teddak

$to sa'mmlain alggmeerl&'Zzen 1id? / Magarijd vuoigaddvuodaid jurdaccah tai tisgdah sammilijn lemin?

22) How do they impact your life now and in the future? / Mo dat véikkuhit du eallimii dal ja boahttevuodas?
/ Ma’htt t8k vaikkte tuu jie'llma aa’'n da pud'ttiaai’j? / Maht toh vaigutteh tuu eliman t3al tai
pudtteevuodast?

23) Are you concerned about anything related to the Sami? What specifically? / Boktago muhtun samiide

monnii sdammildid kyeskee 33si? Mon?

24) How does it impact your life now and in the future? / Mo dat vaikkuha du eallimii dal ja boahttevuodas?
/ Ma’htt t&t vaikkat tuu jie’llma d3'n da pud’ttidai’j? / Maht tot vaaigut tuu eliman taal tai
puatteevuodast?

25) How do you consider climate change to impact your life now and in the future? / Mo jurddasat
dalkkadatnuppastusa vaikkuhit du eallimii dal ja boahttevuodas? / M&'htt joordak Sto dimm-muttaz
vaikkat tuu jie’llma 3a’'n da pud’ttidai’j? / Maht arvalah Sonnaduvnubdstus vaiguttid tuu eliman taal tai
puatteevuodast?

26) Who has asked or encouraged you to express your thoughts or opinions? / Gii lea jearran dahje

leamasan vaikkuhus? / Mu’vddem aa’sSin tuu juurdin le’be vuei’'nlmin lij leimmas vaikktds? / Magarijn
aasijn tuu jurduin ja uaivilijn lii lamas vaiguttas?
o at home / ruovttus / doomast / paaihist
o atschool / skuvllas / $kooulast / $koovlast
o inyour free time / friddjadiggis / paadaai’j / rijjadaigi
RELATIONSHIPS / OLMMOSGASKAVUODAT / OOUMAZKOSKKVUOD / OLMOOSKOSKAVUODAH

28) Who is important to you? / Geat leat dutnje dehélas olbmot? / Kedk lia tu'nne vaaznai oummu? / Kish 14
tunjin tehdliih ulmuuh?
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o Often / Dévja / Taujja / Tavja
Fairly often / Viehka davja / Mialggad taujja / Vieha tavja
Occasionally / Duollet dalle / Mattmest / Tyelli talli

Hardly ever / In olus goassige / Jidm sami ni voo’ps / Jiem masa kuassin

o O O

30) How many friends do you have with whom you can talk about things that concern you? / Man galle

dakkar skihpdra dus leat, geaidda sahtat hallat iezat 4ssiidat birra? / K&'ll nu’'vddem taaurddzz tu'st lia,
keait vugitak mainsted jiijjad aa'8in? / Kalle taggaar skippaar tust a4, kigid puavtah sarnud jie¢¢ad
aasijn?

o None/ li oktage / Jid-ni voo’ps / Ij ohtagin

o One/Okta/Ohtt/Ohta

o Two or more / Guokte dahje eanet / Kue'htt le’be tddu’jab / Kyehti tai eendb

..... ~ry e wwa

31) Do you feel lonely? / Dovddatgo ieZat oktonassan? / Toobdak-a jiijjad httn&'zzen? / Tuubdah-uv jie¢¢ad
o Hardly ever / In olus goassige / Jibm sami ni kud’ss / Jiem masa kuassin
o Occasionally / Duollet dalle / Mattmest / Tyelli talli
o Farily often / Viehka davja / Mialggad tdujja / Vieha tavja
o Often/ Davja / Taujja / Tavja

32) How satisfied are you with your relationships? / Man duhtavas leat du olmmosgaskavuodaide? / Kakkvaa
tdadvaz ledk ooumazkdskkvuddaad? / Mon tudavas lah tuu olmooskoskavuodain?
o I'mvery satisfied / Lean hui duhtavas / Ledam samai tdddvaz / Lam udli tudavas
o I'mfairly satisfied / Lean viehka duhtava$ / Leam mialggad taadvaz / Lam vieha tudavas
o I'mfairly dissatisfied / Lean viehka duhtameahttun / Jidm ledkku ¢uu’t taadvaz / Lam vieha
tutdmettum

o I'mvery dissatisfied / Lean hui duhtameahttun / Jidm ledkku sami taddvaz / Lam udli tutdmettum

33) Have you been in a situation that involved prejudice, harassing behaviour or discrimination against you
or someone else? / Leatgo leamasan diliin, mas du dahje muhtun eara vuostd leamasan ovdagattut,
hehttejeaddji Idhtten dahje olggusteapmi? / Ledk-a leammas vue'jjest, ko'st tuu le’be kedn-ne jarraz pudtt
lid ledmmas ouddkaddm&dzz, jedttummus le’be ¢arstummus? / Lah-uv lamas tildlasvuodain, moin tuu tai
kidannii kuahtan Ida lamas munejurduuh, hettejeijee lattim tai olgoStem?

Hardly ever / In olus goassige / Jidm sami ni kud'ss / Jiem masa kuassin

o Occasionally / Duollet dalle / Mattmest / Tyelli talli
o Fairly often / Viehka davja / Mialggad tdujja / Vieha tavja
o Often/ Davja / Taujja / Tavja

o Describe how the situation was resolved (follow-up question to occasionally, fairly often, often) /
Muital mo dilli ¢oavdasuvai (joatkkagaZzaldahkan molssaeavttuide: duollet dalle, viehka davja,
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davija) / Cie'lk, ma'htt t&t 488 ratkkji (juatkk-k66EEmb22an mattmest, mialggad taujja, taujja) /
Maainast, maht assi Cielgai (jotkakoccamas, jis vastadas lii tyelli talli, vieha tavja, tavjd)
34) How could prejudice, harassing behaviour or discrimination be reduced or prevented? / Man lahkai
ovdagattuid, hehttejeaddji lahttema dahje olggusteami sahtasii du mielas geahpedit dahje eastit? /

Ma’htt tuu mi6last ouddkdaddm6dzz, jeattummus le’be ¢arstummus vuaitéi uu’cceed le’be cdggad? /
Maht munejurduid, hettejeijee lattim ja olgastem pudvtaccij tuu mielast kepidid tai estid?

35) Does prejudice, harassing behaviour, discrimination or fear of these prevent you from doing something
that is important to you? What specifically? / Estetgo dutnje cuohcan ovdagattut, hehttejeaddji Iahtten,
olggusteapmi dahje ballu dain du dahkat dutnje dehalas a3siid? Maid? / Cd’gge-a tuu vuastta
pudttldsttum ouddkaddmas, jeattummus, ¢arstummus le’be paall tdin tuajje’'mmen méon-ne tu'nne
vadznai 43'ss? Mii? / Iastd-uv tunjin kyeskee munejurduuh, hettejeijee lattim, olgostem téi palo tain
porgad maidnii tunjin tehalijd? Maid?

FUTURE / BOAHTTEVUOHTA / PUO'TTIAI'GG / PUATTEEVUOTA

36) What do you find to be good in Finland from the perspective of Sami children and young people? / Maid
Sto Lad’'ddest lid pudrast saa’'mpaarnai da -nudri vuei'nnemkuu’lmest? / Moh dasih 1aa tuu mielast
pyereest Suomast sammilasparnai ja -nuorai udinust?

37) What would be ways of improving the life of Sdmi children and young people in Finland? / Mo
samemanaid ja -nuoraid eallima Suomas sahtasii buoridit? / Ma’htt sda'mpaarnai da nudri jie'llem

38) Describe your dreams. / Muital du nieguid birra. / Pedggat ni6ggddzzaad. / Maainast tuu nidvdusijn.

39) What did you think about this survey? / Man mielas ledjet jearahallamis? / M3&n midll ledk kdjld6dzzast?

40) Do you wish to say something else or send any comments to the research team?/ Haliidatgo vel muitalit
juoida dahje saddet dearvvuodaid Cielggadusa dahkkiide? / Haa'ldak-a veal mainsted mai‘d-ne le'be
vudltteed tidrv'vuddid se’lvvtddzz tuejjee’jid? / Halidah-uv vala mainastid maidnii tai vuolgattid
tiervuodaid Cielgiittas rahteid?

When you are finished, please press the Send button / Deaddil loahpas Sadde -boalu / Ted’ddel looppast
Vudlttad — teadddogg / Teddil loopast Vuolgat-pudlu
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Thank you for your responses! / Giitu vastadusastat! /
Spa’sseb vasttozstad! / Takka vastadasast!

If a question or topic related to the survey has stayed on your mind, it is important to talk to an adult about
it. You can also discuss your thoughts at
https://uvija.fi

https://uvja.fi

J8s mii-ne kojldd’sse koll’jeei &'sS le’be tee’'mm kuaddji vasiveed tuu, lij vddznai mainsted td'st pudrrsid.
Vuditak mainsted Se d3'$33ad ouddmiarkkan
https://uvja.fi

Jis miinii koijadalman kyeskee a33i paasij tunjin smiettam naa, lii tehdlas mainastid tast vuorasulmui. Puavtah

meiddei savastallad tuu aasijn ovdamerkkan
https://uvija.fi
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