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FOREWORD

A survey conducted by the Advisory Board for Defence information (ABDI) polled
the public’s opinion on national defence will, military non-alignment, NATO
membership, the Defence Forces’ ability to counter military threats against Finland,
military situation in Finland's neighbouring areas, the impact of various parties on
Finland’s security and Finland’s military cooperation. There were eight questions,
and they have all been polled before.

The ABDI has conducted opinion polls since its establishment in 1976. There are
also two questions posed by the predecessor of the ABDI, the Advisory Board for
Mental Defence (HMS), from 1964 to 1975.

Commissioned by the ABDI, the survey was carried out by market research
company Taloustutkimus Oy. Due to the coronavirus situation, the survey was
conducted as a combination of personal interviews with Omnibus Research and an
internet panel of Taloustutkimus, in the same way as the interviews for 2020 and
2021. A total of 501 personal interviews were conducted while 501 panel responses
were collected. There were 490 women among the interviewees and 512 men.
Before 2020, the survey was conducted only as personal interviews as part of the
omnibus study.

Excluding the Aland Islands, the target group was the population aged 15 to 79

in Finland, with a sample size of 1002 people. This was done by quota sampling in
which the target group’s quotas were the distribution of age, gender, province and
municipality. The sample was weighted to match the target group. The weighted N
values correspond to the population aged 15 to 79 in thousands (SVT 31.12.2020).

The interviews were conducted on 7 April to 3 May 2022. There were twenty trained
interviewers from Taloustutkimus Oy involved with the interviews, collecting the
panel section’s answers 19 April to 29 April 2022. The margin of error for the survey
is 3.2 percentage points in either direction.
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When interpreting background variables related to party affiliation, it must be taken
into account that the margin of error regarding the large parties is smaller, which
enables the collection of more reliable information when compared to smaller
parties whose supporters are numerically fewer in the sample. Only those parties
whose voting was supported by more than 50 respondents were included in the
scoreboard.

Party affiliation was ascertained by asking the following question: “Which party
would you vote for if parliamentary elections were held now?” Of all of the
respondents, 73 per cent (735 persons) revealed their party affiliation, while 27 per
cent (267) declined to do so. In 2021, the corresponding numbers were 73 per cent
and 27 per cent.

Those under 50 years of age are somewhat under-represented in the survey, and
those over 65 years of age are over-represented. Over-representation and under-
representation were weighted for correction.

The division into regions has been made into three categories: Helsinki-Uusimaa/
Southern Finland (number of respondents 523), including the large areas of
Helsinki-Uusimaa and Southern Finland, Western Finland (250 respondents),
including the large area of Western Finland and Eastern Finland/Oulu/Lapland
(number of respondents 229), including the large area of Northern and Eastern
Finland.

In unweighted material, the large area of Helsinki-Uusimaa is under-represented
and the large area of Southern Finland is over-represented. Over-representation
and under-representation were weighted for correction.

The report comprises a text section with illustrating figures that also present the
time sequence of the questions asked in previous surveys. The illustrations were
prepared by Taloustutkimus Oy. The questions were drawn up by the Research and
Work Branches of the ABDI and the Research Branch compiled the report for the
Work Branch.

Taloustutkimus sends the data from this survey, like that of the previous surveys, to
the Finnish Social Science Data Archive at the University of Tampere (www.fsd.uta.fi)
where they are stored.


http://www.fsd.tuni.fi
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SUMMARY

Russia’s military aggression against Ukraine 24 February 2022 has changed not only
the security policy setting in Finland but also in Europe as a whole, and it has also
had a strong impact on citizens’ emotions.

In March, the ABDI decided to conduct an opinion poll and poll the same questions
that have been previously asked, too, to see possible changes. Eight questions were
asked and, in terms of the results, it can be said that never before had such major
changes occurred. All the same questions were polled in autumn 2021, in other
words about six months earlier. The research method is the same as last autumn.
There are clear and significant changes in all of the questions compared to last
autumn.

Support for military non-alignment has collapsed: now less than one-fifth supports
it whereas six months ago more than half of the respondents supported military
non-alignment.

Two-thirds now supports military alignment while last autumn it was just under
one-third. More than half of supporters of all political parties are in favour of
military alignment.

There is now strong support for NATO membership: sixty-eight per cent would
like Finland to join NATO while one-fourth of the respondents supported this
last autumn. Today, 15 per cent are opposed to joining NATO while half of the
respondents were of this opinion last autumn.

The citizens’ will to defend the country has clearly strengthened; over 80 per cent
want Finland defended by military means if it is attacked. This is the highest score in
the ABDI's battery of questions.
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Nine out of ten, or 87 per cent, trust the Defence Forces’ ability to counter military
threats against Finland. Confidence has grown by almost 15 percentage points
since last autumn.

Two out of three think that Finland’s military environment is more threatening; last
autumn, clearly less than half of the respondents thought this way.

The positive impact of NATO and the United States on Finland'’s security has clearly
increased, and their negative impact has decreased correspondingly.

Russia’s negative impact has increased further; 85 per cent now find that Russia has
a negative impact on Finland’s security.

Wide support to Finland’s military cooperation Compared to last autumn, positive
attitudes towards military cooperation have clearly increased, especially with both
NATO and the United States.

SUPPORT FOR MILITARY NON-ALIGNMENT COLLAPSES

Less than one-fifth, or 17 per cent (53 per cent in 2021), are of the opinion that
Finland should remain militarily non-aligned. Seventeen percent of men (51 per
cent) and 16 per cent of women (55 per cent) share this view. Of those over 50 years
of age, 13 per cent (60 per cent) are of this opinion, as are 15 per cent (46 per cent)
of the 35 to 49-year-olds; 23 per cent (44 per cent) of the 25 to 34-year-olds; and 25
per cent (52 per cent) of those under 25 years of age.

Of Left Alliance supporters, 29 per cent (65 per cent in 2021) support military non-
alignment, as do 23 per cent (48 per cent) of Finns Party supporters; 14 per cent of
SDP and Centre Party supporters (69 and 63 per cent respectively); nine per cent (45
per cent) of Green Party supporters; and seven per cent (36 per cent) of Coalition
Party supporters.

The ABDI has polled this question every year since 1996, and the support for
military non-alignment has never before been less than 50 per cent.

10
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Two-thirds or 67 per cent (31 per cent in 2021) of the respondents support
membership in a military alliance, 73 per cent (40 per cent) of men and 62 per cent
(21 per cent) of women. Of those over 50 years of age, 73 per cent (30 per cent)
support membership in a military alliance as do 68 per cent (34 per cent) of the 35
to 49-year-olds; 62 per cent (36 per cent) of the 25 to 34-year-olds; and 52 per cent
(23 per cent) of those under 25 years of age.

Of Coalition Party supporters, 82 per cent (53 per cent in 2021) think that Finland
should join a military alliance, 75 per cent (18 per cent) of SDP supporters; 72 per
cent (33 per cent) of Green Party supporters; 71 per cent (28 per cent) of Centre
Party supporters; 67 per cent (40 per cent) of Finns Party supporters; and 51 per
cent (20 per cent) of Left Alliance supporters.

Support for military alignment is at all-time highest. Before this, support for military
alignment peaked at 34 per cent twice, in 2014 and 2004.

Sixteen percent (16 per cent in 2021) have no opinion; 22 per cent (24 per cent) of
women and 10 per cent (9 per cent) of men. (figures 1 and 2)

1"
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Figure 1A AMilitary alignment or non-alignment. “In your opinion, should Finland remain militarily
non-aligned or should Finland aim to ally itself militarily?”
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¥) The survey method was combination of face-to-face interviews and internet panel

SUPPORT FOR NATO MEMBERSHIP HAS INCREASED
CONSIDERABLY WHILE NEGATIVE ATTITUDE HAS
DECREASED SIGNIFICANTLY

Sixty-eight per cent of the respondents are in favour of joining NATO (24 per cent
in 2021); 74 per cent (34 per cent) of men and 62 per cent (14 per cent) of women.
Of those over 50 years of age, 75 per cent (26 per cent) now support joining NATO
as do 68 per cent (29 per cent) of the 35 to 49-year-olds; 59 per cent (21 per cent) of
the 25 to 34-year-olds; and 55 per cent (15 per cent) of those under 25 years of age.

12
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Of Coalition Party supporters, 83 per cent (52 per cent in 2021) are in favour of
NATO membership, as are 79 per cent (20 per cent) of Centre Party supporters; 74
per cent (16 per cent) of SDP supporters; 72 per cent (37 per cent) of Finns Party

supporters; 67 per cent (17 per cent) of Green Party supporters; and 47 per cent (9
per cent) of Left Alliance supporters.

Figure 3A  Nato membership. “In your opinion, should Finland seek membership in Nato?”
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Fifteen per cent of the respondents hold a negative view on Finland’s NATO

membership (51 per centin 2021), both among men (50 per cent) and women (52
per cent). Among the 25 to 34-year-olds, 23 per cent (49 per cent) hold a negative
view as do 18 per cent (54 per cent) of those younger than 25 years of age; 14 per

cent (43 per cent) of the 35 to 49-year-olds; and 12 per cent (56 per cent) of those
older than 50 years of age.

13
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The negative view is shared by 30 per cent (67 per cent in 2021) of Left Alliance
supporters; 18 per cent (51 per cent) of Finns Party supporters; 12 per cent (62
per cent) of SDP supporters; 11 per cent (49 per cent) of Green Party supporters;

7 per cent (51 per cent) of Centre Party supporters; and 5 per cent (32 per cent) of
Coalition Party supporters.

The ABDI has polled about Finland joining NATO since 2005, 17 times before this
survey. Before the current survey, NATO support was at its highest in 2014, when it
was 30 per cent. (figures 3 and 4)

Figure 3B Nato membership. “In your opinion, should Finland seek membership in Nato?”
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NATIONAL DEFENCE WILL IS AT ALL-TIME HIGHEST

‘If Finland were attacked, should Finns, in your opinion, take up arms to defend
themselves in all situations, even if the outcome seemed uncertain?’

Eighty-three per cent (68 per cent in 2021) of the respondents answer in the
affirmative, 88 per cent (79 per cent) of men and 77 per cent (56 per cent) of
women. Of the over 50 years of age, 88 per cent (74 per cent) answer in the
affirmative, as do 82 per cent (68 per cent) of the 35 to 49-year-olds; 75 per cent
(54 per cent) of the 25 to 34-year-olds; and 73 per cent (62 per cent) of the 15 to
24-year-olds.

Ninety-three per cent (80 per cent in 2021) of Finns Party supporters agree, as do
90 per cent (65 per cent) of Centre Party supporters; 89 per cent (81 per cent) of
Coalition Party supporters; 83 per cent (76 per cent) of SDP supporters; 78 per
cent (46 per cent) of Green Party supporters; and 75 per cent (43 per cent) of Left
Alliance supporters.

The share of respondents choosing “Yes" is now the highest in the history of the
ABDI's surveys. The figure has been 81 per cent once, in 2000, and 80 per cent twice,
in 1995 and 2004.

Seven percent (18 per cent in 2021) of the respondents answer in the negative, six
per cent (15 per cent) of men and eight per cent (21 per cent) of women. The share
of respondents choosing “No” is the lowest in the history of the ABDI's surveys.

Of Coalition Party and Left Alliance supporters, eight per cent (7 per cent and 38 per
cent respectively) answer in the negative; five per cent (12 per cent and 16 per cent
respectively) of Finns Party and Centre Party supporters; four per cent (12 per cent)
of SDP supporters; and two per cent (33 per cent) of Green Party supporters.

Ten per cent (15 per cent in 2021) have no opinion on the matter, 15 per cent (23
per cent) of women and 6 per cent (6 per cent) of men. (figures 5 and 6)

15
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up arms to defend themselves in all situations, even if the outcome seemed uncertain?”
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Figure 5B The will to defend the nation. "If Finland were attacked, should Finns, in your opinion, take
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up arms to defend themselves in all situations, even if the outcome seemed uncertain?”
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PERSONAL WILL TO DEFEND THE NATION REMAINS HIGH

“If Finland were attacked, would you be prepared to participate in the various tasks
of national defence according to your abilities and skills?”

Eighty-two per cent (84 per cent in 2021) of the respondents answered in the
affirmative, 88 per cent (89 per cent) of men and 76 per cent (78 per cent) of
women. Different age groups think in similar lines, with the exception of the 25 to
34-year-olds: 73 per cent (82 per cent) answer in the affirmative.

Eight per cent (9 per cent in 2021) of the respondents answer in the negative, ten
per cent (11 per cent) of women and 7 per cent (6 per cent) of men.

Ten per cent (8 per cent in 2021) have no opinion on the matter, 15 per cent (11 per
cent) of women and 5 per cent (4 per cent) of men. (figures 7 and 8)

STRONG TRUST IN THE DEFENCE FORCES’ ABILITY TO
COUNTER MILITARY THREATS

“Do you trust in the Defence Forces’ ability to defend Finland against various
threats?” This question was asked for the first time in 2021.

Nine out of ten or 87 per cent (73 per cent in 2021) trust very much or quite a lot in
the Defence Forces’ ability to defend Finland against various military threats, 87 per
cent (74 per cent) of men and 86 per cent (71 per cent) of women. Of those over 50
years of age, 91 per cent (73 per cent) share this view; 88 per cent (74 per cent) of
the 35 to 49-year-olds; 84 per cent (74 per cent) of the 15 to 24-year-olds; and 73
per cent (63 per cent) of the 25 to 34-year-olds.

Eleven per cent (22 per cent in 2021) of respondents trust rather little or very little in

the Defence Forces' ability to defend Finland against various military threats, 12 per
cent (22 per cent) of men and 11 per cent (23 per cent) of women. (figure 9)

18
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MILITARY SITUATION IN FINLAND'S NEIGHBOURING AREAS
IS ASSESSED TO BE INCREASINGLY THREATENING

“What is your assessment of the military situation in Finland’s neighbouring areas
over the next ten years?”

This question was polled for the first time in 2004 and was now polled for the
eleventh time.

Sixty-four per cent (42 per cent in 2021) of respondents considered military
situation in Finland’s neighbourhood more threatening, 65 per cent (42 per cent) of
women and 62 per cent (43 per cent) of men.

Of Coalition Party supporters, 71 per cent (56 per cent in 2021) share this view, as
do 69 per cent (46 per cent) of Centre Party supporters; 68 per cent (40 per cent) of
Left Alliance supporters; 65 per cent (34 per cent) of SDP supporters; 63 per cent
(58 per cent) of Finns Party supporters; and 57 per cent (30 per cent) of Green Party
supporters.

A quarter of respondents or 24 per cent (47 per cent in 2021) assess that the military
situation remains the same as today in Finland’s neighbouring areas; 26 per cent (49
per cent) of men and 23 per cent (45 per cent) of women.

Six per cent (5 per cent in 2021) of the respondents assess it will be less threatening,
seven per cent (4 per cent) of men and six per cent (5 per cent) of women. (figures
10and 11)

EFFECTS OF NATO AND THE UNITED STATES ON FINLAND’S
SECURITY ARE INCREASINGLY SEEN AS POSITIVE -
RUSSIA’S NEGATIVE IMPACT HAS INCREASED

This question assesses what kind of effects the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE), the European Union, NATO, the UN, Russia, China and
the United States have on Finland’s security. Compared to 2021, NATO'’s positive

19
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impact has clearly increased, and the same is seen about the United States and the
EU, while Russia’s negative impact is seen significantly increased.

European Union

Seventy per cent (63 per cent in 2021) of the respondents see a positive effect on
Finland’s security; ten per cent (14 per cent) see no effect; 13 per cent (11 per cent)
see both positive and negative effects; four per cent (7 per cent) see a negative
effect; and three per cent (5 per cent) have no opinion on the matter.

NATO

Fifty-nine per cent see a positive effect (31 per cent in 2021) on Finland’s security;
four per cent (12 per cent) see no effect; 23 per cent (22 per cent) see both positive
and negative effects; eight per cent (20 per cent) see a negative effect; and six per
cent (15 per cent) have no opinion.

UN

Fifty-six per cent (58 per cent in 2021) see a positive effect on Finland’s security; 24

per cent (23 per cent) see no effect; nine per cent (7 per cent) see both positive and
negative effects; two per cent (2 per cent) see a negative effect; and eight per cent

(10 per cent) have no opinion on the matter.

0SCE

Forty-five per cent (45 per cent in 2021) see a positive effect; 22 per cent (19 per
cent) see no effect; six per cent (6 per cent) see both positive and negative effects;
one per cent (1 per cent) see a negative effect; and 26 per cent (29 per cent) have
no opinion.

United States

Forty-three per cent (22 per cent in 2021) see a positive effect on Finland's security;
eight per cent (16 per cent) see no effect; 35 per cent (31 per cent) see both positive
and negative effects; seven per cent (19 per cent) see a negative effect; and seven
per cent (12 per cent) have no opinion on the matter.
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China

Three per cent (4 per cent in 2021) see a positive impact; 17 per cent (18 per cent)
see no impact; 23 per cent (20 per cent) see both positive and negative impacts; 41
per cent (41 per cent) see a negative impact; and 16 per cent (17 per cent) have no
opinion.

Russian Federation

Two per cent (8 per cent in 2021) see a positive impact on Finland’s security; two
per cent (10 per cent) see no impact; seven per cent (22 per cent) see both positive
and negative impacts; 85 per cent (51 per cent) see a negative impact; and four per
cent (10 per cent) have no opinion on the matter. (figures 12, 13 and 14)

POSITIVE ATTITUDE TOWARDS FINLAND'S MILITARY
COOPERATION WITH NATO AND THE UNITED STATES HAS
GROWN

“Finland conducts military cooperation with Sweden, other Nordic countries, NATO
and the United States as well as in the European Union. What is your view of this
cooperation?”

This question has been polled since 2012. Since last year, a positive attitude towards
military cooperation with NATO and the United States has increased and is stronger
than ever before.

Ninety-five percent (94 per cent in 2021) of the respondents take a positive view on
military cooperation with Sweden while 3 per cent (4 per cent) are opposed to it.

As to military cooperation with all Nordic countries (NORDEFCO), a positive opinion

is held by 95 per cent (95 per cent in 2021) while three per cent (2 percent) hold a
negative opinion.
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Ninety-two percent (87 per cent in 2021) of the respondents take a positive view
on military cooperation in the European Union while 3 per cent (2 per cent) are
opposed to it.

Eighty-four percent (66 per cent) of the respondents take a positive view on military
cooperation with NATO while 11 per cent (25 per cent) are opposed to it.

Eighty-four per cent (63 per cent in 2021) of the respondents take a positive view on

military cooperation with the United States while eleven per cent (28 per cent) are
opposed toit. (figures 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20)
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Appendix

Figure 1. Military alignment or non-alignment. “In your opinion, should Finland remain militarily

non-aligned or should Finland aim to ally itself militarily?”
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Figure 2. Military alignment or non-alignment. “In your opinion, should Finland remain militarily
non-aligned or should Finland aim to ally itself militarily?”
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Autumn 2019 s 57 15 28
Autumn 2018 s 58 17 25
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Autumn 2015 e 54 12 33
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Autumn 2012 s 68 7 25
Autumn 2011 I 69 10 21
Autumn 2010 s 67 6 27
Autumn 2009 s 61 8 31
Autumn 2008 s 58 11 31
Autumn 2007 s 69 3 27
Autumn 2006 s 67 7 26
Autumn 2005 e 58 9 32
Autumn 2004 e 61 5 34
Autumn 2003 s 65 11 24
Autumn 2002 s 70 8 22
Autumn 2001 s 79 5 16
Spring 2001 s 68 10 21
December 2000 I 66 9 25
July 2000 s 71 8 20
November 1999 s 68 11 21
June 1999 s 74 8 18
October 1998 s 60 11 29
July 1998 s 64 10 27

In the year 1997 s 67 8 25
In the year 1996 I 69 11 20

m Remain Cannot = Aim to
non-aligned say ally itself

*) The survey method was combination of face-to-face interviews and internet panel
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Figure 3. Nato membership. “In your opinion, should Finland seek membership in Nato?”
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Figure 4. Nato membership. “In your opinion, should Finland seek membership in Nato?”
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*) The survey method was combination of face-to-face interviews and internet panel
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Figure 5. The will to defend the nation. “If Finland were attacked, should Finns, in your opinion, take
up arms to defend themselves in all situations, even if the outcome seemed uncertain?”
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mYes Cannot say No
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Figure 6. The will to defend the nation. “If Finland were attacked, should Finns, in your opinion, take
up arms to defend themselves in all situations, even if the outcome seemed uncertain?”
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Autumn 2017 72 6 22
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Autumn 2011 76 6 18

Autumn 2010 74 6 20
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In the year 1987 73 6 21
In the year 1986 68 8 24
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mYes Cannot say No

*) The survey method was combination of face-to-face interviews and internet panel
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Figure 7. The will to defend the country (personal level). “If Finland is attacked, would you personally
be ready to take part in national defence tasks according to your competences and skills?”
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Men 885 7
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West Finland 8111 8
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mYes Cannot say No
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Figure 8. The will to defend the country (personal level). “If Finland is attacked, would you personally
be ready to take part in national defence tasks according to your competences and skills?”

0 25 50 75 100 %
Spring 2022* 8210 8
Autumn 2021* 84 8 9
Autumn 2020* 80 9 11
Autumn 2019 85 4 11
Autumn 2018 84 6 10
Autumn 2017 87 3 10
Autumn 2015 87 3 1
Autumn 2014 84 3 12
Autumn 2013 85 3 12
Autumn 2012 87 3 10
October 1998 85 5 10
In the year 1997 84 4 12
In the year 1996 82 3 14
November 1995 86 5 9
mYes Cannot say No

*) The survey method was combination of face-to-face interviews and internet panel
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Figure 9. Confidence in Finland’s military defence capability. “Do you trust the Defence Forces’ ability
to defend Finland against various military threats?”

0 25 50 75 100 %
Spring 2022* B 345321010
Autumn 2021* I Il 16574 193 1
m | trust = Quite Cannot Quite = Very
very much a lot say little little
*) The survey method was combination of face-to-face interviews and internet panel
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Figure 10. The military situation in Finland’s near environs. “What is your estimate of the military

situation in Finland’s near environs during the next decade?”
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Figure 11. The military situation in Finland’s near environs. “What is your estimate of the military
situation in Finland’s near environs during the next decade?”
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mless ® More or less Cannot = More
threatening the same say threatening

*) The survey method was combination of face-to-face interviews and internet panel
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Figure 12. The impact of various factors on Finland’s security. “How do you assess the impact of the
following factors on Finland’s security?”

0 25 50 75 100 %

The EU 70 10 3 4 13
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m Positive = No Cannot = Negative Both positive
effect effect say effect and negative
effects
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Figure 13. The impact of various factors on Finland’s security (1). “How do you assess the impact of
the following factors on Finland's security?”
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Figure 14. The impact of various factors on Finland’s security (11). “How do you assess the impact of
the following factors on Finland's security?”
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*) The survey method was combination of face-to-face interviews and internet panel
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Figure 15. Military cooperation. “Finland conducts military cooperation with Sweden, other Nordic
countries, Nato and the European Union. What is your view on cooperation?”
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*) The survey method was combination of face-to-face interviews and internet panel
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Figure 16. Military cooperation with all Nordic countries (Nordefco). “Finland conducts military
cooperation with all Nordic countries. What is your view on cooperation?”
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Figure 17. Military cooperation with Sweden. “Finland conducts military cooperation with Sweden.
What is your view on cooperation?”
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Figure 18. Military cooperation in the European Union. “Finland conducts military cooperation with
the European union. What is your view on cooperation?”
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Figure 19. Military cooperation with Nato. “Finland conducts military cooperation with Nato. What is
your view on cooperation?”
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Figure 20. Military cooperation with the United States. “Finland conducts military cooperation with

the United States. What is your view on cooperation?”
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The Advisory Board for Defence Information (ABDI)

Set up by the Government, the Advisory Board for Defence Information (ABDI) is a perma-
nent Parliamentary Committee, which administratively functions in the Ministry of Defence. In
addition to parliamentary members, ABDI's members represent various expert organisations:
the Prime Minister’s Office, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Ministry of the Interior, Ministry of
Defence, Ministry of Education and Culture, Defence Command Finland, Finnish Broadcasting
Company, Finnish News Agency (STT), Union of Journalists in Finland, Finnish Media Federation,
National Defence University, and Tampere Peace Research Institute (TAPRI).

ABDI investigates, on an annual basis, the opinions and attitudes of Finns towards security
policy and the factors influencing them and conducts at least one extensive survey that covers
the entire adult population in Finland. The questions cover foreign and security policy and
national defence. Some of the questions represent a continuous sequence since the 1960s.
The surveys by ABDI are in the public domain and accessible to all.

TheAdvisory Board for Defence Information (ABDI)

Ministry of Defence
BP 31
00131 HELSINKI

www.defmin.fi/abdi
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